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THEOLOGICA SEMINARY] 


— _ 


| TO THE 'T'.T 
Right Honourable, 
GEORGE Lord 
BERKELET, Lord 
of Berkeley, Mowbray, 
Seaeraoe, and Brace, 
Caſtos Rotulorum: © of 
the Counties of 
Glouceſter and Surrey + 
and Governour of 
the LEV ANT COM= 
| PANT. 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Aving- theſe fcat= 
| tered Diſcourſes 


| in. my cuſtody, and 
+» A 3... waves 


P eRAR JF Lo Pens 
F iy TY IT CES VS. vJ 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. ; 
Naw wort 


« 
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; FF” The Epiſtle Dedicatory, *» 


wholly at my a_ 
fal, either to republiſh, 
or ſuffer them to ſleep 
in that darkneſs where- 
in they lay ; I thought 
It very 1NCOngruous to 
the neceſfities of this 
\ degenerate age, to let 
the excellent works of 
ſo learned, pious, and 
worthy a Prelate be ex- 
tinct, and lye hid from 
the open view of the 
World ; fith they are 
none of the worſt. of 
which this Great Man 
CON ER RD Ou ws 


was pleaſe d ta bleſs 

Theſe Sermons were - 
fram'd for, and prea- 
ched before a Great 
and Regal Auditory ; 
though by their plain, 
narur al, and unaftect= 


ed Style (@ tl 
. he always de heel 
in) one would have 


thought the contrary ; 
fince the Chappels,as 
well as Courts: of Prin- 
ces, are by byafsdand 
{elf-intereſted prince 
A 4 ples 


SST. . . —_ * .C : T 6 . Sos x) . i , 
» # - PS y . ” s 
{Fs, Told 4; rye | 
: 


; The Epr Tp Yedic ED) 


ples ſo often Rare dz: 


And flow! 13houghy 


no” min 16- fitting as 

ouf:Lord{hip-to-thel- 
ter "theſe - Diſcourſes 
from' the rage' and fu- 
ry of "the Atheiſtical 
Male-Contents. of 'the 
Age : they being the 
| Fundamentals: + : Re- 
ligion that” he: treats 
of ; 'whieh T' am very 
ſenſible. your-Lordſhip 
well: knows; are [not 
only flighted, but .bid 
Open defrante to, and 


the 


—— | Rand kei. and © ld. > FRG PAN 


Epiſtle Dedicatory: © 


L ras Anthenicy.of _ ie 


Inſtitution calld . 

4 queſtion; - --- 

T7 Thatman ta CEr= 
1. tainly be held . 2 no- 
rorious ' Deling] Jeng y 
that - ſhould : open] 
affront” the- King; FE 
difown that utho- 
rity, and Legillative 
Power, by- which he 
commands Obedience 
toghis Laws. The Cony 


ſequent, may be jult-. 


| ly apphicable; - in the 


words.-of a Reverend - ze 


and . 


The Epifthh Dodica tory. | 
wrs..42d Learned * Writes 

_ byfeer. of our times, © But to * 
2 Blaſpheme God, and & 


*Derrde his Service, 
* ſeems tO have a much | 
* oreater malignity in | 
«it, inaſmuch as 'our_. 


* obligations to his Ho- }. 


* Morn. 
Ds Pleſſ. 
de veri- 
rat. Re-_ 
ig. Chr. 


P. I, 


to ſuch kind- of men it 


«*rtonr and Service, are 


* much greater than Þ 


« they can be tro an 
_ coated Being. And 


may be faid, in the: 
words of a * Noble Au- 


thor, Aenſtant vero bane |. 


faam } 
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Th: Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


; foam formam , Fanquam th 
ſpeculo, miſet1 & perdt= 


fi-ih, qui Deum obli= 
viſcendo, ſe ſur oblitos non 
v1dent ; quid formam a= 
turamque, efſentiam, quan= 


. tum in ſe et, obliterge 
i 74ht. 


' That IT make this 


1 DedicatoryEpiltle pro- 


ceeds not from a 
defire thus publick= 


ly. to expoſe my ſelf, 


( for as I can have no. 
intereſt to court the 


$- applauſe, fo neither 


have 


bio = 47 ORs $ EN : <3 | \- a To by, Es LOR "" 


have I any reaſon to Y 
value the cenſure of Y 
the World )- but' it is £4 
from a ſincere prin-* ] 
ciple to expreſs - that 
Reverence I bear your _ 
Lordſhip; whomTIknow 
as you have Good- F 
nefs to: pardon, ſo I 
preſume to, your Ho- +: 
nour will be both rea- 
dy and willihg to ſtand 
in the defence of this 
bold Addreſs. 

That Length of Days 
may: be in your Right 


O 


Hand, 


he Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

F Hand, and in your 
I - Left, Riches and Ho- 
$ nour, is the Hearty 
* and Aﬀectionate Pray= 
4 erof him, who deſires 
| nothing more, than to 
ſubſcribe himſelf, (in all 
the circumſtances of 
a becoming Devorr.) 


My LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's 
moſt Humble and 


moſt Obedient * Seryan, 


7. G. 


WW TO THE 
T VA/ Her firſt theſe Doſe 
courſes were ſent to 
the Preſs there was neither 
A Epiſtle nor Preface defigu'd, 
# bat it being 8 thing altogee 

| ther uncouth and unuſual ; 1 
mas unwilling to affett any 
thing of ſingularity, and 2n 
this affair (to be ſo preat:4 

4 friend co the Bookſeller and 

Printer, as) to fallow the 
common Road. EW 

| If there 15 any thrng an 

J tbe Publiſher that thau maiſt 

| call 


To - -h * R eac pit 
call folly or an it 
bs, doe through: 1g 1gntr ance 
or nadvertency”; "ond "face It 
atknowledg my fault, 1 bal 
you wilt-pardon i. » 

"As for the following Dt 
bow [67 they are-fo-n4mirad 
bly well' pen'd.; "and + theif 
-conbextiure-(o ſmooth. CR 
even that they ate beyond all þ, 
imaginable praife. Tt would 
"argue nothing leſs than pre=| 
ſumption to ſpeak m their} 
*bebalf, and 1t needs' nothing 
more than the name of its 


Author to Recommend it to 
al World, 


| Farewel. 


SERMON 


Preached before the 
AT 


WHITE-HALL, 


In Lent, 1669. 


| PROV. 3. 16, 17. 
Length of days is in her right hand,and in her 
left hand Riches and Honogr. 
; Her ways are ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
her Paths are Peace. 


| HE chief deſign of the Wiſe- 
man in this Text, is, to'ſer forth 

the many great advantages that be- 
long to Relzgion; in order to wanch 
9X | B 'F 


Fwy 


he doth here enumerate thoſe five 
principal rhings that mult contribute 
ro # comhpltar tate of Happinels in 
this World, gamely , - Health, and, 
Riches, and Honour, and Pleaſure, 
and Peace ; and aſſerts concerning - 
them; that they . are the proper et- -. 
fes of that wiſdom which conſiſts 
in being Religious, Rg 
This-he cxpreſies by way of *4/- 
legory , repreſenting Wiſdom (as is 
uſual for other Virtues) in the ſhape 
of 2 Woman, or Queen, with her 
Arms extended, in the poſture of di- 
reCting and rewarding her Followers ; 
holding in her right-hand the bleſling 
of Health, or | cube) of Days, the 
great Promiſe of the Law ; to which 
the Precedence of the right-hand is 
therefore given, becauſe it is amongſt 
all worldly Bleſſings the greateſt and 
moſt defirable ; thar, withour which, 
a man cannot enjoy- any thing -elſe, 
nor fo much as his own ſelf; Length 
of days is in her right-hand. And 
then, for thoſe other things, whicu 
* the generality of men do ſo much 
| TY coyet 


C - 


53g 


covet and labour aftes;, Wealth, - and 
| — theſe likewiſe are at her 
diſpoſal, and muſt proeced frgm her 
gift ;; And in ber left-hand, Riches 
and Honour. And, as for the Cheer- 
fulneſs of our conditions, he affirms, 
. that thetrueſt Pleaſure muſt be found 
in thoſe ways that are direted by 
her; Her ways are ways of Plea- 
ſantneſs. And becauſe there are ſe- - 
veral things which have ſome preſent 
delight in them, ſeeming to drop as 


. the Honey-comb, and to be ſmoother Prov.5.4- 


than Oyl, and yet upon trial, do 
prove in the iſſue, bitter as Worm- 
wood, and ſharp as a two-edged 
Sword ; therefore 'ris added, thar her 
ways are not only pleaſant, but they 
are likewiſe ſafe and quiet ; a/} her 
paths are Peace, 

That theſe things are the effects 
of Religion, is here only affirmed, 
which, to them who believe the 
Authority of Scripture, is evidence 
ſufficient : Bur, it were eaſy to 

royve this concerning each of them, 
by all other kinds of evidence, 
B 2 of 


[4] 

of * which ſuch matters are capa- 
be. : 5 .*: L | 

T-pyrpoſe at this time to treat on- 
ly concerring. the third of them, 
namely, Honour ; as being the moſt 
proper Subject for this Preſence and 
Auditory, And that this can' only 
be attain'd by Religion and Virrue, 
I doubt not - but co' prove with fo 
much ſtrength and perfpicuity , as 
ſhall be ſufficient to convince an' 
one who will but attend and —_ 
der. E 

In order to this, I ſhall firſt endea- 
vour to ſtate the true nature of Ho- 
7:704r, and to ſhew wherein the moſt 
proper Notion of it doth conſiſt; 
tis an equivocal word, and is capable 
of various ſences. | 

Firſt, Sometimes 'tis uſed to de- 
note worthy and creditable Paren- 
tage ; the being derived from ſuch 


Anceſtors as have been. famous in 
their Generation for” ſome eminent 
Virtue or Exploit : Wherein there is 
this benefit, that a man hath great 
examples in his own Family, and fo 

| Ts much 


[5] 
much the ſtronger Obligation nor to 
degenerate from them : Bur ir ſhews 
rather what ſuch- a man ſhould be, 
than what he is; and, to a perſon 
that is not Virtuous, doth prove a 
prejudice rather than an advantage. 

Secondly , Somerimes 'tis uſed ro 
ſignify Titles of Place and Dignity, 
according to the various orders and 
degrees of Nobiliry in ſey-:ca! Na- 
tions : But, this kind of Hunour de- 
pending meeriy upon the Princes Fa- 
vour, muic therelore be wholly ex- 
trinſecal, and conſequently can have 
no more due to it than a meer exter- 
#at reſpet. Such perſons may chal- 
lenge ow us, that we ſhould give 
them their due Titles, and demean 
our ſelves rowards them with that 
Obſervance and Ceremony as be- 
comes their Qualiry : Bur rhen, as to 
inward eſteem and affeftion, they 
can demand no greater a ſhare of 
this, than coating as their real 


worth and virtue ſhall require. The 
Royal _ upon any kind of Metal 
may be i 


cient to give it an extriu- 
B 3 - ſack 


[8] 


"ſick value, and to determine the Rate 
at which it is to paſs amongſt Coins, 
bur it cannot give an #ntr/ick value, 
or make that which is but Braſs, to 
be Gold. 

"Tis true indeed, there are ſome 
Callings and Relations of men, to 
whom an inward Veneration is due, 
though the perſons themſelves ſhould 
not Ge Virtuous ; namely, Magz- 
ſtrates, and Miniſters, and Parents, 
.and Bexefatfors ; who, having ſome- 
what of a Divine Stamp and Impreſs 
upon them, may theretore challenge 
from us, that we ſhould demcan our 
ſelves towards them, both with ſuch 
an outward Reſpet as may become 
their Places, and with ſuch an zn- 
ward Reſpe too, as may be ſutable 
to that Image which they bear, our 
dependance upon them, and ob/:gatzi- 
-0x to them. But then, we cannot be 
obliged to think ſuch perſons good 
men, unleſs we have ſome evidence 
to belicye them to be ſo, or art leaſt, 
not ro be gtherwilſc ; So that they are 
beholding'to ſomething extrinſical to 

ah | their 


[1] 


their Perſons , _—_— to. their Cal-« 
lings and Relations, tor that Honout 
which is paid to them, ' 

Thirdly, the word Honour is ſome- 
times uſed for that Eſteem and Repu- 
ration which a man hath in the World, 
eſpecially among(t Virtuous Perſons ; 
according to which ſenſe 'tis detin'd 
by Tully to be Conſentiens Laus Bo- Tuſcul. 
norum, the concurrent approbation Q-* 
of good men ; when thoſe, who are 
beſt able to judg of real worth, ſhall ' 
both think and ſpeak well of others; 
this is properly honouring of them. 
And in this ſenſe (which is the moſt 
Proper notion of rhe words) it is one 
of the greateſt bleſſings that this 
World can afford ; nauch to be pre- 
ferred before Riches, or Pleafures, or 
Life it ſelf. A good Name is rather. 
to be ſes than great Riches, and 
loving kindneſs rather than Sitver 
or Gold, Prov. 22.1. One that is a 
Generous, Virtuous man, will chooſe 
to dye, rather than do any thing that 
may expoſe him to Infamy : St. Paut | 
Was of this mind ; 1t were better for ! ©or-9« 

B 4 me 


me to dye, than that any ſhould make 
my glorying void. There have been 
ſome wiſe' men, who have negle&ed 
and refuſed that other kind of Ho- 
our, conſiſting in Titles of Dignity, 
as conceiving more of burden and 
temptation in it, than ot real advan- 
tage ; but no man in his wits did 
ever deſpife a good name, unleſs ſuch 
profligate diſſolute wrertches, as did 
either deſpair of, or reſolve againſt 
doing any thing that might deſerve 
it. "Tis not caſy to reckon up the 
many advantages that belong, to this: 
kind of Honopr: "Tis Power, inabling 
a man to kings great and worthy, 
ro be uſeful ro his Friends and his 
Countrey : "Tis Safeiy, and doth 
give a man ſuch an intereſt in the 
eſteem and affetion of others , as 
will make them concern'd for his 
Welfare, ready to ſtand 'by him and 
aſfiſt him in-.any kind of danger ; 
which arc ſo great advantages, that 
whoſoever ſhall wiltully negle& them, 


muſt needs be rendered very con- 
temptible. 


Having 


Having thus - Explained the pro- 
per Notion of -Hozour, I proceed.in 
the next place to Prove, that Reli- 
gion and Virtue is the only means 
tor the artaining of it. This I ſhall 
endeavour to do by Teſtimony, and 
by ZRezſon, and by Experzence,which 
ire all the kinds of Arguments that 
m_ matters yy capable - 

irſt, By Teſizmony., The Scri 
ture Jt Sn in divers Aſſerts 
ons .and Promiſes to this purpole : 
Such as are Religious are ſtiled the 
Excellent of the Earth, Pal. 16. 3. 


and ſaid to be more excellent than Cap. 12. 
theix Neighbours, Prov. 17. 27. They IM wy 


are God s peculiar Treaſure. The 


dearly beloved of his Soul. He ſets Exod. 19. 
apart the Man that is Godly for him- fer.12.7. 
if. Though ſuch perſons may bePlal43- 


bur low, as to their outward Conditi- 
on ; being put to wander .up and 
down in Sheep-skins and Goat-skins, 
being deſtitute, afflitted, tormented, 
ſecking for refuge in Deſarts and 
Mountains, in Dens and Caves of the 
Earth ; yet may they upon the ac- 

count 


Pro. 1,9. 
- 8, 


[10] 

count of Religion, be of ſuch eycel- 
leut value, that in 'the Judgment of 
the Holy Ghoſt, The whole World « 
nor worthy of them, Heb. 11, 37, 
38. | 
The Wife-man ſpeaking of Religi- 

on, ſaith, that zt ſhull be an ornament 
of Grace unto thy head,and as a chaitt 
about thy neck. Exatlt her, and he 


' ſhall promote thee, and bring thee to 


John 12. - 
26. 


honour ; She ſhall give top thy head 
an ornament of Grace, and 2 Crown 
"bacs God hath enced him-, 
elf by Promiſe ro thuſe - that are 
Religious, that he wil} ſer 7heiz 1hove 
other Nations ; they ſhall be made the 
Head, and not the Tail, Deur. 28. 13. 
He hath ſaid, Thoſe that honour me, 
T will honony, 1 Sam. 2. 30. And cer- 
tainly, he, who is the King of Kings, 
muſt needs be the Fountain of Ho- 
nour, and able to diſpoſe of it as he 
pleaſes. 

Burt, becauſe ſuch Perſons as are no 
friends to Religion, may have bur a 
ſmall 'eſteem for the Authority of 
Scripture : Therefore to theſe I would 


fuggectt 


[1t ] 
ſuggeſt ' the concurreat Opinion of 
Will Men in all former Ages.Tho 
the Ancient Philoſophers were divi- 
ded into various Seas, and differ'd 
yery-much from one another in ſeye- 
ral Opinions ; yer, in this they have 
all agreed, that Honour is due only 
to Virtue, and doth not properly be- 
long to any thing elfe. It would be 
red1ous to enumerate the ſeveral Say- 
ings to this purpoſe, our of Plato, A- 
ihotle, Tully, Seneca, and the other 
Ancients ': And certainly, that Man 
muſt needs have a very extravagant 
conceit of his own Abilities, who 
dares prefer his private Opinion, be- 
fore' the General Conſent of Wiſe- 
men in former Ages, ſuch as have 
been counted the greateſt Maſters of 
Reaſon, and moſt eminent for their 
Knowledge and their Wiſdom, 

Secondly, I procced in the next 
place to confirm this by the Princi- 
ples of Reaſon, Thar Religion and 
Virtue is the cauſe of Honour, There 
may be a two-fold Cauſe of Things 


Moral, 


_ ” 7 . 
Moral 
/ Natural. 


That is ſaid to be: the Mora/ 
Cauſe, which doth diſpoſe a Man to 
ſuch a Condition, upon the Account 
of Firnefs and Deſert; and in this 
ſence Honour is the Reward of Vir- 
tue. "There is an cquitable right, a 
ſuitableneſs and congruity,that Good 
Men ſhould be love and eſteemed, 
and Virious Men expoſed to ſhame : 
As Snow in Summer, and as Rain 
in Harveſt, ſo is Hononr unſuitable 
for a Fool, Prov.26.1. The intermix- 
ing of Winter and Summer , would 
nor cauſe a greater diſorder in the 
Natural World, than the croſs diſpo- 
fal of Honour and contempt would in 
the Moral World. And henceis it, 
that the Laws of all Nations and Go- 
vernments, have owned it as a Point 
of Policy, to cxcite their Subjects un- 
to Virtuous and worthy ACQtions, by 
the Motive of Honour ; and to de- 
cr” 


[13] 
ter them fram Virious courſes, by 
- the conſideration of the ſhame and 
contempt which belongs to them. 
That is faid to be the Natural 
Cauſe of a thing, which doth by irs 
own immediate efficacy produce the 
Effet ; and in this ſence. likewiſe is 
Virtue the Cauſe of Honour. The 
Fire doth -not more Naturally pro- 
duce heat, than Goodneſs doth Love 
and Eſteem ; Which will appear very 
plain, if we conſider, That Inward 
Honouring is nothing elſe, but s 
Believing a Man to be Worthy an 
Virtuous ; and the Teſtifying this 
by our Words and Actions is Out- 
ward par Now , nothing 
can be more evident, than that the 
beſt means for one to be thought 
good, is to be fo. 
- A Man may excel in Strength, 
Beaury, Riches, Learning, Wit, which 
are all commendable thin, and will 
contribute to a Man's eſteem ; Bur, 
if we apprehend ſuch a one to be no- 
toriouſly Vitious, This eſteem will 
nof be accompanied with Love, by 
| wit 
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with Fear, Hate, and Enyy ; becauſe 
ſuch a one hath by that things fo 
much the greater advantage of do- 
ing Miſchict in the World : Whereas 
on the other ſide, though a Man 
ſhould bepdeſtitute of all theſe other 
advantages, Without any Nobility in 
his Anceſtors, but of a ſmall Eſtate, 
a low Condition ; yet, if we believe 
him to be a truly Virtuous Man, it 
cannot be, but that we muſt pay a 
Veneration to him. 

All things whatſoever have ſome 
Natural - Standard, whereby the 
Goodneſs of them is to be meaſured; 
namely , their ſuitablencfs unto thax 
chief end, for which they are de- 
ſigned. We do not thercfotS# ac- 
count a Ship to be good, becaulc 'ris 
curiouſly painted and gilded, or car- 
yed and inlayed, bur becauſe 'ris fit- 
ted for all the purpoſes of Naviga- 
tion, whiM- is the proper end and 
uſe of a Ship : Nor dowe therefore 
account a Sword to be good, becauſe 
it hath a rich Hilr, and an Fmbroi- 
dered Scabbard, but becauſe it _ 
or 


_—— 


for the peoper uſe of a Sword, which 
is to cut. They are the compariſons 
of Seneca, ſpeaking of this Subje& ; 
In homine quoque, nihil ad rem per- 
tmet, quantum aret; | pony” Ene- 
ret, 4 Joop multis ſalutetur, Oc. ſe 
guam bonus /it. It ſhould be ſo like- 
| wiſe in our eſteem of men, who are 
not ſo much to be yalued by the 
Grandcur of their Eſtates ag Titles, 
as by their inward goodneſs. 

Every man is endowed with a na- 
tural Principle, inclining him to a 
ſtare of Happincs, and hath in ſome 
meaſure, both aa ability to judg of, 
and a freedom and liberty for apply- 
ing himſelf unto thoſe Duties, which 
are the proper means for the promo- 
ring of this end. And this being the 
peculiar difference of the Humane 
Nature, therefore a man is not upon 
any other account to be juſtly praiſed 
or blamed, bur according to the right 
or wrong uſe of this natural liberty ; 
and conſequently as a man doth find 
either in himſelf or others, a con- 
ſtant and firm reſolution to make a 
i . right 


[15] 
right uſe of this, ſo ſhould he pro- 
portion his eſteem accordingly ; pre- 
terring this zyward Greatneſs, this 
reicude of Mind, whereby a man is 
reſolved in every condition to do 
that which ſhall appear to be his du- 
ty, before any external Greatneſs 
whatſoever. 

There are two kind of Virtues ' 
amongſt all the reſt, which are by ge- 
neral conſent eſteemed Venerable, 
and ſuch as do adyance the Reputa- 
tion of thoſe who are endowed with 


them ; 
| Wiſdom, 
namely ; 


Courage. 


Becauſe they have a more intrin- 
ſick riſe, and do leſs depend upon ex- 
ternal advantages, but ſeem rather to 
be rooted in the inward frame and 
temper of mind; and withal, are 
mdbſt beneficial both to our ſelves and 
others : The former ſignifying a man 
to have thoſe zntelleffual abilities 
which are proper to his kind, where- 
by 


, [17 ] 
by the Humane Nature is to be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from orher things : The 
other, becauſe it argues a ReCctirude 
in the 1, and a Power to ſubdue 
the Paſſion of Fear, which is moſt na- 
-tural to our preſent ſiate of Infirmi- 
ty ; and withal dorh ſupport a man 
againſt Difficulties, and inable him tor 
thoſe two Services, of Doing and Suf- 
fering as he ought. And, for this 
Reaſon, the Vices that are oppoſite 
to theſe, are amongſt all others coun- 
red the moft ſhameful ; there being 
no greater Reproach to be caſt upon 
any one, than to be eſteemed a Fool, 
or a Coward. | 

. Now a Man that is Irreligious, can- 
not juſtly'pretend to cither of theſe 

Virtues. _ | 
1, For Wiſdom. This is ſo efſen- 
tial to Religion, rhat in the Scripture- 
phraſe (eſpecially in the Writings of 
David and Solomon) they both go 
under rhe fame Name, and there is 
very good reaſon why it ſhould be 
ſo; becauſe there is ſuch an intimate 
agreement between the Natures of 
C them : 


[18 ] 

them : The Phzloſopher doth define 
Wiſdom to conſiit in an ability and 
inclination, to make choice of the 
right Means in the proſecution of our 
true End. And nothing can inable 
2 Man for this but Religion, both as 
t5 the Subordinate End of Temporal 
Happineſs in this World ; but chiefly 
with reſpe& to that great and S.- 
preme End of Eternal Happineſs in 
the World ro come. 

2. And then for Courage, "Tis ndt 
poſſible for a Man to be truly Vali- 
ant, unleſs he be withal truly Religi- 
ous : He may be bold and daring,and 
able (in a tearleſs manner) to ruſh 
upon any danger; but then he muſt 
ſtifle his Reaſon' from conſidering 
what the Conſequences of things 
may be, what ſhall become of him 
hereafter, if he ſhould miſcarry. 
There being no man wharſoever ſo ro- 
tally tree from the Apprehenfion of a 
future ſtate, but that when he is ſeri- 
01s and conſiderate, he muſt be ſtarr- 
led with Doubrs and Fears concern- 
ing it: So that there cannor- be any 
rational, 


1D] 
rational, ſedate, deliberate, courage, 
bur only in ſuch, 'as have ſome good 
hopes of a better Eſtate in the other 
Wotld ; And, 'tis Religion only thar 
can inable a Man fot this, 
' 3. 1 proceed to the Third kind of 
' Argument to this purpoſe; from Ex- 
Ya awe ; By which, 1 mean that Pra- 
Rical Knowledg, which every man 
may attain by his own Obſervation 
of rhe uſual coutle of rhings in: the 
World : And, by this, it will appear, 
that no' kind ot perſons have been 
more highly reverenced in the Hearts 
and Conſciences of others , than 
thoſe that have 'been moſt emi- 
nerſt for their Vircue and Religion; 
which hath been always true, both 
with reſpe& ro Pablick Communi- 
ties, and Priyate Perſons. 
Firſt, For Nations ; 1f we conſult 
the Stories of former Times, we ſhall 
find that faying of So/omon conſtant- 


ly verified , That Righteauſneſs doth Prov. 14. 


exalt a Nation, but $1m doth prove.a ** 
reproach to it + And more eſpecially 
the ſin- of Irreligion and Prophane- 
tieſs; As this doth increaſe in any 

C s Nation 


_ 


Nation, ſo muſt the Honour and Re- 
putation of that Nation decreaſe. The 
Roman Empire was then at the high- 
eſtas to its Name and Greatneſs, 
when it was ſo as to its Virtue; when 
they were moſt punctual in obſervin 
the Rites, of their Religion, (thoug 
that were a falſe way of worſhip.) 
moſt Heroical in their Juſtice, Cou- 
rage, Fidelity, Gratitude ;. then ir 
was that they deſerv'd ro Goyern the 
World, and to be had in greateſt Ho- 
nour aboye all other Nations. And 
not only Tully and Polybius , rwo 
Heathen Writers, who, upon that 
Account, might be thought more 
partial ; Bur Sr. Auſtin alſo and Za- 
(tantius, rwo of the Fathers, do a- 
ſcribe the flouriſhing of that Empire, 
when it was at his height, ro the Re- 
ligion, and Piety, and Virtue of thoſe 
times; And, as they did afterward 
degenerate from this , ſo did they 
decline likewiſe in their Greatneſs 
and Honour, 
z. Thus alſo hath it been with 
particular perſons; Amongit the Hea- 
then, What Elogies do we find in the 
Hos» 


Honour of Socrates, Ariſtides, Cato 
Epittetus ? The latter of which, 
though but a poor Slave, had yet 
ſuch a Veneration paid to his Memo- 
ry, that his Earthen Lamp by which 
he was wont to ſtudy, was, after his 
Death, ſold for 3000 Drachms, 

Nor was ic otherwiſe amongſt the 
Chriſtians ; The Apoſtles were but 
poor Fiſher-men , llliterate Mecha- 
nicks; Many of the Martyrs were 
but of mean condition, much Oppo- 
ſed and Perſecuted in the Worid; And 
yet theſe Men, during the time of 
their lives, were highly Reverenced 
amongſt thoſe that knew them ; and 
ſince their Deaths, what can be morc 
Glorious than that Renown which 
they have amongſt Men, when the 
greateſt Kings and Princes will not 
mention their Names without Revye- 
rence; when whole Nations are wil- 
ling to ſet apart, and to obſerve So- 
lemn Days and Feſtivals in Honour 
of their Memorics. 

And, as it hath always been thus 
formerly, ſo I appeal to eyery mans 

| C 2 breaſt, 


[22] 
| breaſt, whether it be not ſo now 7 Tet 
them bur examine what their Incli- 
nations are towards ſuch Perſons; 
whom they believe ro be truly Yir- 
tuous : Not cnly ro ſuch among[t 
them as are their'particular Ar quain- 
tance and Friends, bur likewiie to 
S' rangers, nay, to very Enemes ; 
whether they dv nor eſteem, and 
love them, and will well ro them. 

 T ſhall crave leave to ſpeak briefly 
to two O/jettions, that may be made 
againlt what I have been Proving. 

T. The Scripture faith —_ 
of good Mcn) That the World ſha 
reuile and perſecute them, and [peak 
all mnner of evil againft them : Our 
Saviour himſelf was deſpiſed and re- 
1-Fed of Min ; And his Apoſtles 
were uſed as the rubbiſh and of ſcour 
/#T Of all things. | 

To theſe two things may be ſaid 
by way of Anſwer, 

Firſt, Tr cannot otherwiſe be ex- 
pected, but that when a New Religi- 
on is to be ſet up,' men muſt be high- 
ly concern'd in their oppoſing of -it, 

; and 
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and of thoſe rhat- promote it : And 
the fore-cited Texts do particularly 
relate ro this very caſe ; when Chy:- 
ftianty was firit introduced inte the 
World, and tro be propagated by the 
Sufferings of thoſe that Profeſſed it ; 
which being an exempt caſe , and not 
according to the uſual courſe of 
things, therefore theſe Texts are not 
equally applicable ro other Times 
and Places, when and where the True 
Religion hath obtained,and the Kings 

prove Nurſing Fathers to it. 
Secondly, Thoſe that knew our 
Saviour and his Followers, did high- 
ly Honour them : And, as for others, 
that were ignorant of them, and not 
ſufficiently convinced of their Good- 
neſs, 'tis no wonder that they uſed 
them accordingly. The moſt vici- 
ous perſon thar is, if he doth cither 
know, or have reaſon to think ano- 
ther to be-Virtuous, muſt of neceſſi- 
ty pay to him an Inward Reverence; 
Becauſe "ris not in any mans power, 
ſo far to offer violence to his own Fa- 
culties, as to believe any thing a- 
C 4 gainſt 
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againſt irs Evidence. . "Tis true in- 
deed, men-haye a greater power oyer 
their Words and Ations, than they 
have over their Belief ; and there- 
fore they my call, and uſe ſuch a one 
as they pleaſe, they may revile, and 

erſecute him ; And, in this ſence, 
" eft honorante , Bur, even in ſo 
doing, they ſeem to pay a Venerati- 
on to Relzg7on it felt, whilſt they are 
fain to diſguiſe ir, under the Names 
of Hypocriſie, Herefie, Superſtition, 
thereby ro juſiifie rhemſclves in their 
oppoling of it. 

TT. It appears by the Experience 
of all Ages, that Vitious Men are 
ſometimes had in Honour. 

To this it may be Anſwer'd. 

1. External Honour may be due 
to them. 

2. Internal Honour may be given 
to them, by ſuch as do not know 
them. The meer Opinion of being 
Virtuous, muſt of neceſſity have the 
ſame adyantage in this reſpe&, with 
Real Goodneſs ; 'The main difference 
is, that it i$ not like to laſt, becauſe 
it 
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is almoſt Morally impoſſible, for a 
Man, who doth only difſemble 
Virtue, to ſtand always upon ſo 
ſtri& a guard, as not to be diſcover'd. 
If it be ſaid, that men, who are No- 
rorioufly Vitious, are ſometimes ap» 
plauded, and Cry'd-Up for their Vir- 
tue ; It may be anſwer'd, That this 
cannot be ſo truly ſtiled Honouring 
as Flattering ; The proper Notion 
of which doth conſiſt in giving un- 
due Commendations ; Nor will any 
contribute to it, but vile Sycophants, 
the worſt kind of Encmies, and the 
moſt Incompetent Judges of real 
worth : Such only being fit to give 
Praiſe, who are themſclyes Praiſc- 
worthy. | 

Now it this be the true ſtate of the 
Caſe I have been ſpeaking to ; That 
the generality of Wiſe and Conſide- 
rate Men, in all former times, have 
atteſted ro this Truth, if the Reaſon 
of the thing require that it muſt be 
ſo ; And if it appear accordingly 
from Common Experience to be ſo, 
If the moſt Material Objcftions a- 
| gainſt 
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gainſt ir, may be ſp plainly and ful- 
ly fatisfied; then rhere can be no ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon to doubr of the truth 
of this Propoſition ; That Religion 
and Virtue is the moſt proper means 
ro promote the Intereſt of Honour, 
which is the thing I am to prove. 

| I ſhall crave leave to ſaggeſt two 
things by way of Apphcation, and I 
have done. 

Firft, This may convince men of 
Folly, who ſcek for Honour by any 
other Means. The great Inſtances 
which are commonly given, of Mens 
being Fools, is, from their chuſing 
fuch Means, as are altogether inſufh- 
ent for the End they Deſign : As rhe 
endeavouring to make a Zlackamore 
White, by waſhing of him, Sc. Bur, 
the uſing of ſach Means, as are not 
only inſufficient for, but oppoſite un- 
to, and Deſtruftive of the End they 
Propoſe; this is a degree above Fol- 
ty, and. may be ſtiled Madneſs : "Tis 
aSif a Man ſhould run into the Wa- 
ter to dry himſelf, and into the Fire 
to coo! himſelt; And yer this is the 
Caſe 
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Caſe of many Men'in the World, who 
propoſe to themſelves fuch Courſes, 
tor the Promoting of their Honour, as 
are moſt Deſtructive of it ; namely, 
Prophaneneſs. and Contempt of - Reli- 
gion, Deſpiſing that which other Men 
litand in Awe of ; by which they 
think ro ger the Reputation of Wr, 
and of Courage ; Of Wt, by pretend- 
ing to penetrate more deeply into the 
Nature of things, and to underſtand 
them better than others do ; not to 
be ſo eaſity impoſed upon, as other 
Credulous People are. Of Courage, 
by their nor being ſo caſfily ſcared at 
the Apprehenfion of Danger at a 
diſtance. 

Bur, the Plain Truth is, ſuch Per- 
ſons do hereby prove themſelves to 
be both Fools A Cowards. 

Fools, In miltaking their great In- 
tereſts, ' in making choice of ſuch 
means, as can never promote the 
End they Deſign ; There being no 
kind of Men that are expoſed (what- 
ſoever they themſelves may think of 
it) to Publick Infamy and gy" 
than 


than thoſe that ſeek for Credit by 
nipung of Religion. Fools, in ven- 
turing their future Eſtates and their 
Souls upon ſuch hazards, as all man- 
kind would cry-out-upon for the moſt 
palpable folly and madneſs, it they 
ſhould do ' the like, towards their 
Temporal Eſtates, or their Bodpes. , 
owards, In being more afraid of 
little dangers, becauſe they are pre- 
ſent, than of greater, becauſe they 
are ſuture, and at a diſtance: As that 
Souldier, who doth more dread the 
preſent danger of Fighting, when he 
1s obliged to it, than the tuture dan- 
ger of ſuffering Martial Law for run- 
ning away, may juſtly bc eſteemed a 
notorious Coward ; ſo that man who 
is more afrattl of a preſent inconye- 
nience, by incurring the prejudice 
and diſpleaſure of his looſe Compa- 
nions, to whom he would be accep- 
table, than of a future miſchict from 
the Judgment of God. 
No man will eſteem another to be 
truly Valiant, becauſe he is not afraid 


to do ſuch vile unworthy things as 
will 
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will expoſe him to the diſpleaſure 
and puniſhment of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate ; much lefs ſhould be ſo ac- 
counted, for daring to do ſuch things, 
as will in the ifſue expoſe him ro Di- 
vine. Vengeance. : 
For men of no real worth to ex- 
pet the eſteem and affection of 
others, as it is very 4nequal on their 
parts, requiring Brick without Straw z 
ſo neither is it /awful nor poſſible for 
others to allow it them : nor /:wful, 
becauſe it is as well a man's duty zo 


contemn a vile perſon, as to honour py ; 5.4. 


them that fear the Lord. Not pof- 
ſible, becauſe men muſt neceſſarily 
judg according to the moſt prevailing 
Evidence ; nor can they eſteem ſuch 
an one to be worthy, whom they 
know to be otherwiſe, any more than 
they can believe that to be white and 
ſtreight, which they ſce is black and 
crooked. 

Secondly, If theſe things be ſo, it 
will hence follow, that men who have 
any ſenſe of Honour, ſhould, by theſe 
conſiderations, be excited to a ge 
0 
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bf that which is the only means to 
it, namely, Religion and Virtue. 
Thoſe of 11aviſh, ſordid Spirits, may 
be more caſily perſwaded by the con- 
ſideration of Gain; but no motzve- 
can be\more powerful with nob!e and 
generous Minds than that of Honour. 
That man takes very ill meaſures of 
things, who doth not make it one of 
his principal cares to keep his Name 
unſporred ; ir being no ealy matter 
to recover a forfeited Repuration, 

Such Profligate Wretches, as are 
without any fſenfe of Honour of 
Shame, may jaſtly be eſteemed the 
Publick Peſts and Mzſchiefs of Man- 
£ind, and ſuch as ought to be baniſhed 
from amongſt them, as being the 
common enemies to Goyernment and 
Societies. 

Of all forts of men, there lies a 
peculiar Obligation upon them that 
are in Publick Places, to preſerve 
their Repurations clear, and without 
blemiſh : A private Perſon is not ſo 
much concern'd to look after Pubkck 
Fame, as that man is, who is ingag'd 

in 
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in Publick Employment, He thar cani 
abundantly fatisty himſelf,. with rhe 
Conſcience of well-doing, while he is 
in a Privaie Station, 1t once he be 
called ro any ſuch Employment, 
where he mult be uſectul ro others by 
his Authority ; "Tis moſt fitting then, 
that he ſhould ſeek the Aid of Ops- 
n10n,and Publick Eteem, becanſe 'tis 
this which Rules the World, and 
ſtamps upon Things the Rates at 
which they are to pals. 

_ There is nothing in this World thar 
we can propofe to our ſetves of 
greater benefir, than the Love and 
Eſteem of good Men; I haye ſhewed 
before thar it is Power, 'tis Safety : 
And beſides all the Advantages which 
we have by it whz//k we /:we, 'tis one 
of thoſe things that will a4:de after 
4s, when we are gone out of this 
World ; and for that reaſon a ſpe- 
cial regard is to be had ro it : And, 
the more Wiſe any Man is, the more 
Care will he take to tranſmit a Grate- 
ful Memory of himſelf ro future 
times; And, ſince he mult be ſpoken 
of 


of after his departure, he will take 
* Care that he be well ſpoken of, that 
his Name may be as a precious Oint. 
menr, leaving a Perfume behind it; 
That men may Tſe up at the mention 
of it, and call him bleſſed. 

I ſhur up all, with thar affeQionate 
Exhortation of the Eloquent ApoiZle, 
Phil. 4. 8. Finally Brethnen, what- 
ſoever things are Venerable, whatſo- 
ever things are Lovely, pin 
things are of good Report, If there be 
any Virtue, if there be any Praiſe, 
think of theſe things. And the Peace 
of God, which paſſeth all underſtand- 
zng, ſhall keep your Hearts and minds 
through Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Let us hear the concluſion of the 
whole matter ; Fear God, and keep 
his Commandments : for this is the 
whole duty of man. 


His Book is one of Solomon's N 
. Philoſophical Diſcourſes, con- 
raining ſuch principal Obſeryarions 
D about 


about Human Affairs, as are apt t? 
offer themſelves ro the thoughts 01 
every ſerious conſiderate man, eſpe- 
cially congerning thoſe things which 
may mgre immediately either pro- 
more or hinder our Cen 

This Text is the Com luſron which 
he infers upon the whole matter, that 
which is the moſt natural reſult of 
all ſuch Debates and Enquiries. 

In the former part he had taken 
into conſideration thoſe-ſeveral ffates 
of life, ro which men uſually apply 
themſelves for Hppeneſs ; namely, 
Learning and Gum Mirth and 
Pleaſures, Power and Greatneſs , 
Riches and Poſſeſſions : Each of 
which he doth by great variery of 
Arguments, prove to be _ and 
vexation, and altogether inſufficient 
ro the End for which they are de- 
ſigned. : 

Then he rakes notice of the ſeye- 
ral Acczdents of hife, whether they 
concern our Exdeavours, or our Per- 
ſons. 


1 For 
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r. For-our En4dertours. The moſt 
likely means are not always effectual 
for the attaining of their End. The 
utmoſt that human Councils and 
Prudence can provide for, is to 1ake 
care, when they are to contend in a 
Race, that they be ſwitter than thoſe 
who run againlt them ; or when they 
are to fight a Batre], that they be 
ſtronger than thoſe whum they are 
ro encounter. And yet the Race zs 
not always to the [wiſt, nor the Bat- 


tel to the ſtrong; net her yet Bread Chap. 9: 
to the wiſe, nor yet Riches to men of 


uuderſianding, nor Fatour to men of 
Skill ; but trme and chance ha pens 
to them all. (i. e.) There is a'lecret 
Providence which doth over-rule all 
thoſe worldly events in fach a man- 
ner, as is not accountable ro Human 
Reafon, Even amonglt Secular Bu- 
meſſes, which we are apt to think 
moſt -within our reach and compals, 
there is nothing ſo much under the 
power of the wiſelt Counſels and 
Endeayours, but that the Providence 
of God may interpole for the dif- 
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appointing of ir, and render it in- 
cftectual, 

And then for thoſe Arcidents to 
which our Perſons are liable, He ob- 
ſerveth theſe three things : 

1, Our noxioacs ro Pain and 
$:chneſs, which he tiles by the names 
of Wrath and Sorrow ; under which, 
when a man lies languiſhing,-none of 
his Worldly Enjoyments will ſignify 
any thing to him ; nor will they be 
able tro afford him any ſuch eaſe or 
help, but that he may be thereby cut 
off mm the midſt of his days, and then 
all his thoughts periſh, or elſe waſte 
away a great part of his life with 
much anguiſh and wearineſs; and 
may ſometimes, perhaps, be driven 
ro that extremity by noiſome and 
painful Diſeaſes, as to chuſe ſtrang- 
ling and Death, rather than Life. 

2. If it be ſuppoſed, that by the 
ſtrength and cheerfulneſs of a Man's 
natural remper,he ſhould eſcape theſe, 
& live many years,and rejoyce in them 
all ; yet he muſt remember the days 0 
darkneſs, which ſhall be many. (1. e. 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe who deyote themſelves tocon- 
tinual Mirth and Pleaſure, cannor yer 
avoid the thought of their future 
eſtates, what ſhall become ot them 
hereatter, when rhey are to depart 
out of this World ; but that the re- 
membrance of this will be often 
thruſting into their Minds when ever 
they are retired and ſerious. And 
this being to them a dark obſcure 
condition ; concerning their well- 
being, in which they can have no 
reaſonable hopes, muſt needs there- 
fore be a great damp and allay to all 
their other Enjoyments, 

3. But in the third place : Suppoſe 
a man ſhould be able to avoid /ic+- 
neſs, and to put the trouble of zheſe 
thorghts likewiſe far from him; yer 
there is ſomewhat elſe which he can- 
not poſſibly decline, O/4 Age will un- 
avoidably ſteal upon him, with all 


the infirmities of ir ; When the grin- 6 


ders ſhall be few, and appetite ceaſe ; 
when thoſe who look out of the win- 
dows, ſhall be darkned, and the keep- 
ers of the houſe ſhall tremble : when 
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appointing of ir, and render ir in- 
cftectual. 

And then for thoſe Accidents to 
which our Perſons art liable, He ob- 
ſerveth theſe rhree things : 

1, Our obnoxiouſacly ro Pain and 
S:chneſs, which he tiles by the names 
of Wrath and Sorrow ; under which, 
when a man lies languiſhing, none of 
his Worldly Enjoyments will ſignify 
any thing ro him ; nor will they be 
able ro afford him any ſuch eaſe or 
help, bur that he may be thereby cut 
off 1m the midſt of his days, and then 
all his thoughts periſh, or elſe waſte 
away a great part of his Jife with 
much anguiſh and wearineſs ; and 
may ſomcrimes, perhaps, be driven 
ro that extremity by noifome and 
painful Diſeaſes, as to chuſe ſtrang- 
ling and Death, rather than Life. 

2. If it be ſuppoſed, that by the 
ſtrength and cheerfulneſs of a Man's 
natural remper,he ſhould eſcape theſe, 
& live many years,and rejoyce in them 
all ; yet he muſt remember the days 0 
darkneſs, which ſhall be many. (1. e. 

Thoſe 
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Thoſe who deyote themſelyes tocon- 
tinual Mirth and Pleaſure, cannor yet 
avoid the thought of their future 
eſtates, what ſhall become ot them 
hereatter, when they are to depart 
out of this World ; bur that the re- 
membrance of this will be often 
thruſting into their Minds when ever 
they are retired and ſerious. And 
this being ro them a dark obſcure 
condition ; concerning their well- 
being, in which they can have no 
reaſonable hopes, muſt needs there- 
fore be a great damp and allay to all 
their other Enjoyments, 
3. But inthe third place : Suppoſe 
a man ſhould be able to avoid /ic+- 
neſs, and to put the trouble of 7heſe 
thorghts likewiſe far from him; yer 
there is ſomewhat elſe which he can- 
not poſſibly decline, O/4 Age will un- 
avoidably ſteal upon him, with all 
the infirmiries of ir ; When the grin- 
ders ſhall be fer, and appetite ceaſe ; 
when thoſe who look out of the win- 
dows, ſhall be darkned, and the keep- 
ers of the houſe ſhall tremble - when 
D 3 a 
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a man ſhall become a burden to him- 
ſeit, and to his Friends ; when thoſe 
of his neareſt Relations, whom he 
hath molt obliged by>kindneſs, ſhall 
think it time for him to depart untg 
Ch. 12. 5. his /ong home, to creep off the Stage, 
and make room tor ſucceeding Gene- 
rarjons; and then, after a little Fu- 
neral-pomp ot the Mourners gong 
atout ihe ſlreets,, a man ſhall be bu- 
ried our of the way, and forgotten : 
Ch.2. 16. J ov there i no remembrance of the 
wile, more than of the foot ; ſeeing 
 thut which now s, im ihe days to 
come ſhall be forgottem. }F very Ge- 
neration producing ſomewhat which 
ſcems new. and range, to take up 
Men's talk and wonder, and to drown 
the Memory of former Perſons and 
Actions. And I appeal to any ratio- 
nil man, Whether theſe are not ſome 
of the moſt material refietions that 
occur about Kuman Afﬀairs. 

Now from all theſe premiſes put 
cogerher, he inſerts this Conchation 
in the Text, That 7o fear God, and 
keep his Commandments, is the Whote 
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of m-191 (i. e.) To be ſerious in the 
matrer of Religion, and careful abour 
our future ſtares, is that which eve- 
ry conſiderate man, after all his 0- 
ther diſquiſitions and experiments, 
will find ro be his greatelt intereſt, 
that which doth molt of ali deſerye 
his care and ſtudy. 

There are theſe Two parts in the 
words : 

i, A Deſcription of Religion, 
which in the former Clauſe is ſaid to 
conſiſt in fear:mg God,and keeprog his 
Commandments. An awtul apprehen- 
ſidn of the Divine Nature, and an 
obedient ſubmiſſion to His Will. 

2. A Commendation of Religion, in 
the latter Clauſe, This is the Whole 
of man. 

It is the ſecond of theſe only, 
which I purpoſe to treat of ar this 
time. 

In the handling of which, the firſt 
thing ro be enquired into, is, What 
isthe true import and meaning of 
this phraſe in the Original:O7&87 y271 
for the underſtanding of which, it 
D 4 will 
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will be proper to conſider the ſeve- 
ral ways of expreſſing it in other 
Trantlations. 

The Sepruagint and the Vulgay do 
render it verba:wm, This ts All, or 
Every man. 'The word Duty,which 
is ſupplied by our Engliſh, being nor 
in the Or;g:nal, or in other Tranſla- 
tions. This ought to be the way and 
courſe of all mankind, fo the Targum. 
This ts the courſe to which every man 
is deſiened, 1o the Syriack. This will 
be miſt profitable and advantageous 
to men; ſo the Arabick, This 1s the 
whole of man ; ſo ſome of our later 
Interpreters, moſt proper to the ys 
of the place, ir being an uſual Anala- 
logy in the Hebrew, Totins univerſa-* 
his, pro toto integrante, All for 
Whole. 

So that according to theſe various 
Interpretations of the words, they 
may contain in them a three-fold rc- 
terence : To the Eſſence, the Happ:- 
neſs, the Buſmeſs of man. 

According to which, the ſence of 
them muſt be, That Religon, or the 
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fearing of God, and keeping his Com- 
mandments, is a matter of ſo great 
conſequence to Human Narure, 
that 

i. The Eſſence or Being of man, 
may be ſaid ro conſiſt in it. 

2. The Happineſs or well-being of 
man doth depend upon ir. 

3. The great Bu/meſs or Duty of 
man, is to be converſant abour ir, and 
to labour atter it. 

Theſe particulars I ſhall endeavour 
to make out by ſuch clear Frinciples 
of Reaſon, atreſted to by ſeveral of 
the wiſceſt Keathen Writcrs, as may 
be enough to ſatisfic any ſerious man 
who is able ro undertiand the reaſon 
"and conſequence of things, and will 
bur cn and conſider. 

1. I begin with the firſt : Religi- 
on is of ſo great importance,that the 
Eſſence of man may be ſaid ro conſiſt 
in ir. Mankind may be conſidered 
under a two-fold notion : 

1, More Separately, and by it ſelf, 
according to that Principle whereby 
1s 
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'ris conſtirated in ſuch a rank of 


Creatures. 

2. More Complexly, as joyned in 
Sociery, tor which Man ſeems to. be 
naturally deſigned,and without which 
he could nor well ſubſilt. Now Reli- 
gion will appear to be Eſſential ro 
him in both theſe reſpects. 

1, As conſidered Separately, ac- 
cording to thoſe Principles by which 
he is framed. That which doth con- 
ſtitute any thing inirs Being, and di- 
ſtingwſh ir. {rom all other Things, 
This is that which we call the Form 
or Eſſence of a thing. And this, for 
the Human Nature doth confiſt in 
thoſe very things which are the chicf 
Principles and Foundations of Reli- 
gion; namely, the Apprehenſions of 
a Deity, and an Expetffation of 4 
future ſtate after this lite : Which 
no other Creature, below Man, doth 
parrake of ; and which are common 
to all Mankind, notwithſtanding the 
utmoſt endeavours that can be uſed 
for the ſuppreiiing of rhem. 

AS 
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As for what is commonly alledged 
in the bcnalt of Reaſon, ir may be 
obſerved, thar in the Aftions ot ma- 
ny Brute Creatures there. are diſcer- 
' nable tome kind of foor-ſteps, ſoine 
impe-tect 1iriftures and degrees of 
Rativcination ; ſuch a natural Saga- 
city as bears a near reſemblance ro 
Reaſon. Irom whence it may fol- 
low, that it is not Reaſon in the ge- 
neral, which is the Form of Human 
Nature ; But Reaſon as it is deter- 
mined to Actions of Religion , of 
which we do nor find the lealt ſigns 
or degrees in Brutes. Man being the 
only Creature in this vitible World, 
that is formed with a Capacity of 
worſhiping -and enjoying his Ma- 
ker, Nor is this any new Opinion, 
bur ſuch as ſeveral of the Ancient 
Writers, Philoſophers, Orators, Po» 
ets have atreſted to; who make this 
+ Notion of a Deity, and Adoration of 
him, to be the the true difference be- 
twixt Man and Beaſt. 
Plutarch aſſerts it to be a very im- 
proper thing to own ſuch tor Men, 
who 


De leg. 1.1, 


TJuvenal. 
Sar.l 5. 


[44] 


who do not acknowledg and adore 
the Deity. And in another place,he - 
affirms Irreligion to be a kind ot Stu- 
por, whereby Men are. deprived of 
their Senſes. 

So Tully : Ex tot generibus, nul- 
lum eſt animal, &c. Amongt all the 
living Creatures that 'are in the 
World, there is none but Man that 
hath any notion of a Deity ; and a- 
moneſt Mankind, there is no Nation 
fo wild and barbarous, bur pretends 
to ſome Religion. 

And in another place, Qurs hunc 
homimem dixerit ? Why ſhould ſuch 
a one be accounted a Man, who by 
what he ces in the World, is not 
convinced of a Deity, and a Provi- 
dence, and of thar adoration he owes 
ro it ? Ot the ſame ſenſe is that of 
the Satyriſt, who ſpeaking of Religi- 
on, ſays this of it : 
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Separat hac nos 
A grege Brutorum, atq; ideo venerabile ſols 
Sortits ingenium divinorumqu: Capaces, 
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'Tis this (ſaich he) rhat. doth di- 
ſtingu#h us trom Brute Creatures, 
That we have Souls capable of Di- 
vine ImPprellions. 

So that, by what hath been ſaid, 
it ſhouu!d appcar, rhat the Detinition 
of Man may be rendered as well by 
the Difference of Religioſam, as Ra- 
tronile, As for that Inconvenicnce 
which ſome may object, That Athe- 
iſlical and Prophane perſons will be 
hereby excluded : Why ſo they are 
by other Difference likewife : ſuch 
perſons having no juſt | wrmpy, ro 
Reaſon, who renounce Re/zgzon + and 
it were well, it they might nor only 
be reckoned among(t Beaſts ( as they 


are by the Pſalm:ſt, where he ſtiles 


them Prut:/)but driven our amongſt 
them likewiſe, and baniſhed from all 
Human Society. as being' publick 
Pelis, and Miſchicts of Mankind,ſuch 
as wou!d debafe rhe Nobility of our 
Narnares, to the conditivn of Brute 
Crearur's, and therefore fit only ro 
live amongſt them. Which brings me 
to rhe 

2, Con- 
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2. Conſideration of Man as a S0- 
ctable Creature. Religion is eſſenizal 
to him in this reſpe& alfo, as being 
the ſureſt Bond to rye men up to 
thoſe reſpective duties rowards one 
another, without which, Government 
and Socicty could nor ſubſilt. 

There, is a remarkable paſlage in 
Plutarch to this purpoſe, where he 
ſtiles Religion, the Cement of all Com- 
munzities, and the chief Baſis of all 
Leg:iſlatfve Power. And in another 
place he fays, That 'tis much more 
eaſy to build a City in the open air, 
without any ground to found it up- 
on, than to eſtabliſh a Government 
without Religion. A Ct; (faith he) 
may make ſome ſhift to ſub/iſt wiih- 
out Walls, Schools, Theaters, Houſes ; 
nay, without Money, but not without 
Religion. 

It it were not for this notion of a 
Deity, and thofe natural impreſſions 
which we have concerning Jultice 
and Probity, ſo neceſſary for the con- 

ſervarion of Human Society ; inſtead 
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and Cities which are now in the 
World, Mankind muſt have lived 
either wild and ſolitary in Caves and 
Dens, like Savage-Beaſts : or elſe in 
Troops of Robbers, fubſiiiing upon 
the ſpoil and rapine of ſuch as were 
weaker than themſclves. 

Pietate ſublata, fides etiam, & So-Na 
cietas humani generis, iS ung excel 
lentiſſma tirtus Ffuſtitia tollitur , 
Take but away the awe of Religion, 
and all thar Fidelity and Juſtice, fo 
neceſſary for the keeping up of Hu- 
man Society, muſt periſh with it, 

"Tis this fear of a Deity, and the 
ſenſe of our obligation to Him, that 
is the only effeQtual means to reſtrain 
Men within the bounds of Dury, 
And were this wholly extinguiſhed, 
there would follow ſuch wild Diſor- 
ders and Extravagancies amongſt 
men, as would nor leave ſo much as 
the face or leaſt ſhadow of Virtue 
or Honeſty in the World : There be- 
ing no kind of Vice which men 
would not abandon themſelves unto, 
conlidering rhe impetuouſneſs of 
their 
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their own natural appetites, and the 
power of external remprations, were 
this reſtraint from Religion once re- 
moved or aboliſhed. 

The two chict Oppoſites to Re- 
ligion, are Profaneneſs and Superſti- 
tou. Both which, are prejudicial to 
CivilGovernment:The one by deſiroy- 
zng Conſcience, the ſtrongeſt obliga- 
tion to Political Duties : The other 
by pervert:ng and abuſing it;introdu- 
cing in the ſtead ir of, a new Primum 
Mobile, which raviſheth the Spheres 
of Government, and puts them into 
a preternatural courſe, as a Noble 
Author hath elegantly expreſſed 
it. 

The two grand Relations that con- 
cern Society, are Government and 
Subjettion. And Irreligion doth in- 
diſpoſe men for both theſe. 

1. For Government. Without Re- 
ligion, Magiſtrates will loſe that Cou- 
rage and Confidence belonging ro 
their ſtations; which they cannot ſo 
well exert in puniſhing the Offences 
of others, when they are guilty of 
the 


a 


"> _ IJ. 5” 
+ 4 © mana © | 
- YG 
7 >< 


the ſame or the like chemſelves. Thoſ 
that ſit on the Throne "of Judgment 
foonuld be able to ſcatter away evil 
with their eyes, as Solomon ſpeaks, 
Prov. 20, 8. By their very preſence 
and look, to ſtrike anawe Of- 
fenders, which will not be ſo ecafily 
done, if they ſhould lye under the 
ſame guilt themſelyes ; Sine Bonztate 
»ul/3 Majeftas, ſaith Seneca : The 
very nature. of Majefty doth 'denore 
Goodneſs as ' well as Power.” And 
withour this, Governours may eaſily 
loſe that Reverence which is due to 
them from others, and confequently 
that Authority which they ought ro 
have over them. When they ceaſe 
to be Gods in refpe& of their Good- 
neſs, they may diminiſh in their Pow- 
er ; and though they ſhould be _ able 
to keep men, under as to their Bbdies 
and Eitares, yet will they decline as 
to that awful Love and Reverence 
whereby they ſhould ſway over the 
Hearts and Aﬀections of men, 
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" The Philoſopher in the Fifth Book Cap. 11. 


of his Poliricks, doth lay it down as 
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a Rulo. for \ Magiſtrates, That they. 
muſt be .careful. ro giye.: publick Te- 
ſtimonies of their being religious and ' 
deyout's for... which he gives ax 

double, reaſon :. Becauſe the - peo 
WTR gant = 
jealouly..of ſuſpiion of ſuffering in- 
Jury. from... ſuch whom they." be- 
lieve to be..religious. And. withall, 
they. will: be leſs ſubje& to attempt 
the doing of- injury againſt ſuch; as 
knowing,that good Magiſtrates are af- 
ter a. more eſpecial manner under the 
Divine Favour and protection having. 
God. to fight with them. , and for 
them, 2. The want of Religion will in- 
diſpoſe men for the condition of Su4- 
iechs and render them looſe and un- 
ſtable ,in / rhoſe duties. of obedience 
and ſubmiſſion required to that ſtate. 
How..can, it. be expeRed from that. 
man .who dares affront and. deſpiſe. 
God himſelf, that he ſhould have any 
hearty reverence for his;Deputies and 
-Vicegerents .? Thoſe, who are defti- 
© rute of Religion and, Conſcience, , as, 
they are not to be truſted in Be 0r- 
mary 
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can they be wfetul in any fuch extru- 
ordinary Aion, whetvth the publick 
welfare is' tro' be promoted, where 
there are” no' ſeeds of Piery and: Vir- 
tue, thete can be norhing' of Honour 
or Magnanimity. 
He that is ſubjet only upon the 
account'of Wrath, and the power of 
the Sword which is over him, will be 
no' longer ſo; when he hath an op-' 
portunity of eſcaping ot reſiſting 
. that Power. Nor is there any pol- 
ſible way to fecure men'in their quiet 
ſubjeftion and , obedience ; bur by 
their being obliged for Conſcience 
ſake. And therefore fuch kind of 
perſons; as by their open profaneneſs 
and contempt of Religion, do en- 
deayour to Feſtroy Conſcience from 
amongſt 'men, may juſtly be eſteemed 
as the worſt kind of Seditious Per- 
ſoris, and, moſt pernicious ro _ Civil 
Government. 

Whatever Diſputes haye been rai- 
fed concerning the lawfulneſs of 
E 2 puniſh 
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uniſhing, men, for © rheir. .diſſenting-. 
Conſciences .in..matters of .Religion;. 

et never. any. man * queſtioned the 
lawfulneſ s$ of puniſhing men for their 
rofaneneſs and contempr of all Re- 
bigkes, Such men as renounce Con- 
ſcience, cannot pretend that the 
ſuffer for it. And certainly this Vice 
doth upon many accounts deſerve 
the greateſt ſeverity of Laws, as be- 
ing :# its own nature deſtruftive of 
the very Principles of Goycrnment, 
and the Peace of all Human So- 
cieties: Beſides the Miſchiefs conſe- 
quent upon it from Divine Ven- 
geance, 

So that upon all theſe accounts, 
there is juſt reaſon to infer the truth 
of this Propoſition, 'That Religion is 
ftotum hominis in this firſt ſenſe, as it 
refers to the Eſſence of Man con» 
ſidered either Jeparately, or as a 
Member of Joczety. 

2, Tis ſo likewiſe with. reſpect to 
the _— and well-being of 
Man. That is properly ſaid to be 
the chief End or Happineſs of a 
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ching, which doth 3] its nature to 
the utmoſt. perfeftion, 'of which ir is 
capable according to its rank and 
kind. So the chief good belonging 
to a Vegetable or Plant, is to grow 
up to a ſtate of maturity, ro continue 
ro its natural period, and to propa- 
gare its Kind, which is the utmoſt ' 
perfetion that kind of Being is ca- 
pable of. And whereas Senſitive 
Creatures, beſide thoſe things which 
are common to them with Plants, 
have likewiſe ſuch faculties, whereby 
they are able to apprehend external 
objects, and to receive pain or plea- 
ſure from them; Therefore the Hap- 
pineſs proper to them, muſt confift in 
the Perfeftion of theſe Faculties, 
namely, in ſenfible pleaſures, the en- 
joying of ſuch things as may be 
ratetul ro their ſenſes. But now 
ankind, (it we will allow itto be a 
diſtin rank of Creatures ſuperior to 
Brutes) being endowed with fuch Fa- 
, culties, whereby 'tis made capable 
of apprehending a Deiry, and of ex- 
peQting a future ſtate after this life; 
E 3 It 


Ix will hence 4- aj che proper 
boppinc, of man qualt conliſt 'in 
1 perfecting of this Faculty ; name- 
ly, in ſuch a ſlate as may reconcile 
him to the Diyine Favour and afford 
him the beſt aſſurance of a bleſſed 
Immorality hereafter, Which  no- 
thing elſe bur. Religion can ſo much 
as pretend to. And that this is moſt 
agreeable to Natural Light, may ap- 
ar from the Teſtimonies of ſeveral 
of the Wiſeſt Heathens, P.ythagoras, 
Plato, Epiftetus, &c, who aflert a 
Man's Happineſs, or chicf End, 'to - 
conſiſt in a likeneſs or reſemblance 
to the Divine Nature, in followin 
of God,. endeavouring to imitate him 
whom we worſhip, which are but ſe 
yeral deſcriptions of Religion. 

"Tis true indeed, the nature of 
Man, by reaſon of thoſe other Capa- 
cities, common to him with Plants 
and Brutes, may ſtand in need of ſe- 
yeral other things, ro render his con- 
dition pleaſant and comfortable. jn 
this World, as Health, Riches, Repu- 
ration, Safety, &c, Now herein is the 
| great 
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des the prihc t work whichir doth 
for us, in ſecut 1g qur future Eſtates 
in the other World; Ir ig likewiſe rhe 
moſt cffeQual nieans to promore our 
happigei in this World; and'that nor 
only Morally, upon account of that 
Reward which Virtuous Actions do 
entitle a man unto from a juſt and a 
wiſe Providence; But Naturally alſo, 
by reaſon of that Phyſical 'efficacy 
which the Duties of Religion have in 
procuring for us each of thoſe things, 
wherein our Temporal . Happineſs 
doth conſiſt ; in promoting the wel- 
fare not only. of particular perſons, 
bur of pub/ick Communities of Man- 
kind in general, and of the whole 
Oniverſe. Inſomuch, that if we could 
ſuppoſe our ſelves in a capacity of 
capitulating with God, oy qc. 
the Terms upon which we woul 
ſubmir to his Goycrnment, and ro 
chuſe the Laws we would be bound 
to obſerve, It were not Poſlible for 
us-to make any Propoſals which up- 
on all Accounts ſhould be more ad- 
E4 van- 
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yantageous 'to our _ own. Intereſts, 
than thoſe very Conditions, to 
which we are obliged by the Rules 
of Religion and. Vertue. And here- 
in doth the: reaſonableneſs of Re- 
ligion, and the Beauty and Wif- 
dom of Proyidence moſt eminently 
appear towards Mankind, in govern- 
ing us by ſuch Laws as do maſt ap- 

arently tend ro the perfeQing of our 
Natures, and in making that only rg 
be our Duty, which is our Inte- 
_— 

3. Religion is Totum homints, with 
reſpe& to the chief Buſimeſs and Du- 
ty of man, that which he ought to be 
moſt intent upon, and converſant a- 
bour, as to his Employment in this 
World. That General calling to 
which every man of what rank or 
qualiry ſoever is to be engaged. Men 
are diſtributed under other particu- 
lir Callings, according as their Edu- 
cation, abilities, Friends, and ſeveral 
Opportunities do diſpoſe of them, 
Bur the obligation of Religion, being 
of univerſal concernment, doth ex- 
tend 
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rend to all and eyery particular, there 


' being none exempted from it, Hoe 


eff omnis homo, Every man is con- 
cerned in it. And it is totum homi- 
nis likewiſe, 'Tis his calling, the chief 
buſineſs abour which he is to be em- 
ployed. 
| I do nor. ſay, that a man's thoughts 
. arc always to be taken up about the 
immediate AAts of Religion, any 
more than a Traveller is always to 
have his mind aQually fixed upon 
the rhoughr of his Journey's end. 
This would be inconſiſtent with 
the infirmity of our natures, and 
the neceſſity of our conditions in 
this World. But yet, as he that is 
you a Journey, doth ſo order all his 
articular Motions, as may be moſt 
conducible ro his General End ; fo 
ſhould men habitually, though they 
cannot atFually, in every affair have 
reſpet to their chief End, ſo as to 
xs wa all the duties of Religion,and 
never to allow themſelves in any 
_ thing againſt rhe rujes of it. And 
he that hath this care continually up- 


on 


Ch. 2. 3. 


on his mind, ( Lo01., but 


2 Se- 
cular perſon) may propetly be fig 
ro make Religion his Bu/eeſs, 

The Wiſe-man in the beginning of 
this Book, had propoſed as his grand 
Query) © be diſculſed, fo. find out 
what was that good for the ſons FA 
men, which they ſhould do under the 
Heavens, all the days of their lives, 
(i.e.) What was the chief employment 
or buſineſs which they ſhould ap- _ 

ly themſelves to in this World. And 
6 in the Text he aſſerts it to be 
the buſineſs of Religiqn ; Fearing God, 
and keeping his Commandments: Sui: 
table'ro that Precept of- Moſes Deur, 
ro. 12, And now, O Ihatl, what 
doth the Lord thy God require of 
thee, but to fear the Lord thy Gad, 
to walk in his ways, and to ery the 
Lord thy God, and keep. bis Command- 
ments: And the Prattice of St. Paul, 
who made this his daily exerciſe, to 
keep bis Conſcrence ford of offence, 
both towards God, and towards men, 
To. the Reaſonableneſs of this, ſe- 
yeral of the wiſeſt Heathens was wy 
teſted, 


teſted. we: 4.2 P? 

in riftotle to this purpole, where he 
fates that to. be Fe moſt deſirable 
proportion of all Worldly Felicities 
and Enjoyments, which .is moſt con- 
ſiſtent with men's devoting them- 
ſelves.co the buſineſs of Religion:And 
that to be either too much or too lir- 
tle of Wealth, or Honour, or Power, 
©c, whereby men are hindred in 
their meditating upon God, or their 
worſhip ng of him. 

_ So Epittejus, diſcourſing concern- 
ing the work and buſineſs he was de- 
ſigned to, hath this paſſage: If I had 
been made a Nightingale or a Swan, 
I ſhould haye employed the time of 
my life in ſuch a way as is ſuitable to 
the conditions . of thoſe Creatures : 
Burt being made a Man, capable of 
+ ſerving and worſhipping that God 
from whom I had my Being, it's bur 
reaſon that I ſhould apply my ſelf 
to this, as being my proper; work and 
buſineſs ; #n vs = 2/1 # And there- 


Jy fore hereunto will I deyote my ſelf, 


as being the chicf Employment to 
which I am deſigned, {So 


aſhage Morgl.1. 1 
ig 


Lib. 8. 
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So Antoninus ': Every thing (faith 


Sc 19. he)is deſigned for ſome kind of work; 


Beaſts and Plants, the Sun and Stars, 
ov iv axgsni- And what do you con- 
ceive your buſineſs. to be ? Senſual 
pleaſures ? Berhink your ſelf a little 
better, whether this be ſuitable ro 
the Nobility of your nature, and thoſe 
excellent faculties with which you 
are endowed. 

Men uſually apply themſelves 
that as their chief buſines ,which m 
quit coſt and be worth their labour 
by which their Intereſt is moſt pro- 
moted. And there is nothing can be 
more reaſonable, than for that to be 
the chief buſineſs of a man's Life, 
which is the chief end of his Being.” 
Which is the third thing I propoſed 
to ſpeak to. 

I crave leave to mention two Infe- 
rences very. briefly by way of Appli- 
cation, and I have done. 

If this be ſo, that Religion is of ſo 
great Importance, that ir may be ſti- 
lcd the Whole of man, with reference 
to all thoſe things that are of great- 


eſt 


— 


: - 


gi > 
eſt -moment, The Efence, the Hypps- 
neſs, the Bu/meſs of Man : 

i. What Monſters of . Folly, and 
Madneſs, and ContradiQtion, muſt 
thoſe men be, who do upon this ac- 
count put a greater value upon them- 
. ſelves, as being. more learned, and 
wiſe and better than others, becauſe 
they can contemn and deſpiſe Religi- 
on ?. Certainly, by all the Laws of 
God and Men, fuch Miſcreants ought 
to be rendered moſt vile and .con- 
temptible themſelves. Their Diſcour- 
ſes ought nor. to be liſtned unto with- 
out nauſcouſneſs and deteſtation. 
Their Perſons ſhould be uſed as the 
Lepers. were . under the Law, whoſe 
company , eyery one was obliged to 
ayoid,as being.unclean infetious per- 

ſons. And perhaps this might be 
' one good way, if not of curing 
themſelves , yer of hindring their 
Miſchicfs upon others , when they 
ſhould find themſelves abhorred and 
abandoned by all ſober men. 

2, How dear ſhould the Concern- 
ments of Religion be to every. one of 
as. 


” us, How ferions' ſhould we be in" the” 
. Profeſſion and” Practice” of it our 
- ſelves! How zealou$ in pronjoring, 
the' Honour and” the”power of it a- 
mongſt ' others ! The* things of this” 
World' are: full of uncertainty, and: 
of ſhort (continuance, ' When a” few 
days are paſt, we muſt all of us go" to 
.the' plate whence we fhall not return- 
And when we 'come* ro die, nothing' 
then'will be of any advantage to us, 
but Religion, © The tiny of our 
_ , that is ſanplicity and 
godly ſmcerity, we have had our Con- 
verſation in this world. Upon which 
we may confidently expe, that 7heve 
is laid up for us a Cown of Righte- 
ouſneſs, which the Lord” rhe Righte- 
ous Fudge, will grove” unto us at the 
doy of Bs "Avpeiviniee'; when * be 
ſhall come 'to bring 'tevery work into 
Jacgpoent , with every ſerret thing; 
W _ it be: good, or whether it be , 
EVE, yy 
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5 For God. ſhall bring every work into 
, + Judgment, with, every ſecret thing, 
: _, whether it þe good, or whether it 
f SEO IE 1; o; 1 


J's Book dorh contain a Philoſo- 
Phical.. Diſquiſirion concerning 
a..State of Happineſs ; wherein - 

| | Wie 
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# - Wiſe man doth 


particularly diſcuſs 

- each of thoſe Subjeds, which accord- 
ing to the various opinions and tem- 
pers of men, are believed to have any 
_ pretence to it. 

The precedent Verſe (as I have 
formerly ſhewed) doth contain 7he 
Concluſuon of. the whole matter ; the 
chicf inference and reſult from all 
the former Debates and Enquiries ; 
wherein he aſſerts, that every man's 
rrue happineſs doth conſiſt in being 
religious, In fearing God, and keeping 
his Commandments. 

And though this Conclufiori had 
been ſufficiently proved by great va- 
riety of Arguments, in the | noudes 
Diſcourſe ; yer he thinks fit here in 
the cloſe of all, ro back and enforce it 
with one Argument . more; which 
above all others is moſt apr ro make 
deep impreſſion upon the minds of 
men; and (if any thing can) to per- 
ſwade them to the Duties of Religi- 
on: And that is the conſideration of 
the laſt Judgment, in the* words of 
the Texr, For God ſhall bring, &c. 


That 


4d x 
- That which I intend froni theſe 
words, is'to prove, againſt the Infi- 
dels and Scoffers of this Age, the 
Reaſonableneſs and the Credibiliry 
of this great Principle - of Religion, 
concerning a future itate of Reward 

and Pun ſbment. 
Though, the Principal Evidence 
for this do: depend upon Scripture, 
eſpecially the New Teſtament, where 


It is ſaid, That /fe and zmmortality? Tim. 1. 


is brought to light by the Goſpel. "* 
Yet in a point of ſo great moment 
and conſequence as this is, it is not 
ro be imagined, that God ſhould have 
left himſelf without a Witneſs to all 
the Nations of the World, bur that 
all men ſhould be endowed with ſuch 
natural Capacities and Notions, as 
being m_——_—_ by Conſideration, 
will afford ſufficient evidence tor the 
belief of - this great Fundamenral 
Principle. lance 

As for ſuch men, who live under- 
the ſenſe of Guilt, whoſe: Intereſt it 
is that there ſhould be no future ac- 
count, it cannot be otherwiſe ex- 


peed 
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peed from fach, but thar they 
thould be willing to diſ-believe” this. 
And from hence it is, thar ſeme, of 
the Ancient Philoſophers have em- 
ployed their Learning and Subtilty, 
to diſpute themſelyes into ſome kind . 
of doubrs and uncertainty abour ir. 
And yer the generality even of theſe 
have been forced ro acknowledg it 
much more probable than the contra- 
ry. And as for the Vulgay ſort of 
people, who arc guided by the more 
ſimple dictates of Nature, theſe haye 
in all Ages and Nations ſubmitted 
themſelves ro this Dodtrine, and pro- 
felſed a firm belief of it. And though 
Vilgar Opinion be but a very bad To- 
pick abour ſuch matters as may gra- 
tify men in their caſe and ſenſual ap- 
peritcs ; vet in ſuch other Opinions 
as are croſs to their Worldly Intereſts, 
it may argue ſuch things to be from 
ſome natural impreſſion upon their 
- minds, which they muſt believe, and 

cannot otherwiſe chuſe. | 
The Arguments I would make 
uſe of to this purpoſe, may be re- 
| hh duced 
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duced to theſe three general Heads 2 


1, From the [uitableneſs of this 
Principle, to the moſt natural Notions 
of our Minds. 

2. The Neceſſity of ir, to ths Go- 
vernment of mens Lives and Attions 
in this World. 

3. The Neceſſity of it, for the vin- 
dication of Divine Providence, 


"a in with the firſt : The 

futabhenf of it to the moſt natural ' 
Notions of our Minds, and thoſe 
kind of Impreſſions which belong ro 
us, as we arc Reaſonable Creatures, 
Wee ſee by experience, that all other 


*things (fo far as we are able to judg) 


_ 


Minerals, Plants, Beaſts, &c. are na- 
rurally endowed with ſuch Princi- 
ples, as are moſt fit tro promote the 
rfetion of their natures in their 
everal Kinds. And therefore it is by 
no means credible, that Mantind on- 
ly, the moſt excellent of all the other 
Creatures in this viſible World, for 
the ſervice of whom, ſo many other 
F 2 things 


things ſcem to be deſigned, ſhould 
have ſuch kind of Principles -inter- 
woven in his yery Nature, as do con- 
rain in them meer chcats and delu- 
ſions... And theretore whatſoever 
thoſe things are, which the generality 
of Mankind, eipecial:y rhe molt ſe 
and rhe molt cor/ederdte part of them 
do agree in, 0ght to be allowed for 
highly credible ; otherwiſe it muſt 
follow, that we are framed with ſuch 
kind of Faculties, as in our-molt cau- 
tious exerciſe of them, are more like- 
ly ro ſeduce us, and expoſe us to Er- 
ror, than to d;re## and lead us to the 
Truth. 

Bur I ſhall endeayour to maniteſt 
this more particularly, by theſe three 
Conſiderations, 

1. This Principle is moſt ſuitable 
to the general Apprehen/ions of Man- 
kind, concerning the nature of Good 
and Ew1/. 

2. To thoſe natural Hopes and 
Expectations, which the generality 
of cood men have, concerning a ſtate 
of tuture Happineſs. 
: nag es | 3. To 


£40 
3. To thoſe natural Fears and Ex- 
peQations, which the generality of 
wicked mien are poſſeſſed with, con- 
cerning a future ſtate of Puniſhment 
and M:ſcry. | 
1. This Principle is moſt ſuitable 
to the general Apprehenſions of Man- 
kind concerning the nature ot Good 
and Evil. All men heretofore have 
agreed, that rhere is ſuch a Thing 
as the Law of Nature, whereby 
things are diſtinguiſhed into Good and 
Bad; according to which, the Ati 
ons of men are determined to be 
either Virtuous or Vicious. And as 
the one of rhefe, doth in the eſſence 
of ir imply Comelineſs and Reward; 
ſo doth the other denore Turpirude 
and Puni/bment. Theſe things being 
implied in the very definitions of Vzr- 
tue and Vice, And from hence it will 
follow, That as there is ſome Superior 
Power who hath put this Law into 
our Natures; fo wiil he take care to 
enforce the obferyance of it, by re 
warding and puniſhing men accor- 
dingly. This being implied in the tra- 
cure of a Law. F 3 It 
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If there be nothing in the naked 
eſſence of things that makes them ro 
differ, .but what doth meectly ariſe 
from Cuffom and Poſitive Laws ; 
why then Cuſtom and Law would be 
able to render it a very virtuous and 
commendable thing for a man to be 
ingrateful, a breaker of Compatts, a 
falſe Witneſs, a Perjured perſon ; 
which is ſo monſtrous a Poſition, thar 
the common Reaſon of Mankind will 
abhor it upon the firſt propoſal. No- 
thing is more obvious, than that there 
is an univerſal deſire amongſt men, 
of ſeeming honeſty : The moſt impu- 
dent and profligate Wretch being loth 
to be eſteemed to be, what really he 
is. The very Sin of Hypocriſie, ſo 
general amongſt men, doth give a 
large Teſtimony ro the Beauty of 
Goodneſs, and the Deformity of Vice. 
Nor is there any account to be given, 
why there ſhould be impreſſed upon 
the nature. of men ſuch a value: for 
the one, and diſlike for the other, if 
there were not in the things them- 
ſelves, ſomething ſuitable to thoſe 
contrary affections, we 
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We ſee by experience, that there is 
fuch a kind of Reſt and Acquieſcence 
in the mind, upon the -a:ſcovery of 
Truth , and the doing of Virtuous 
Attions, as belong to natural Bodies, 
'when they arc in their proper places : 
Which may argue. thcſe ,things to 
have ſome peculiar ſuitableneſs ro 
the Soul of man, and that the oppo- 
ſites to them do offer violence to ſome 
natural Principle belonging to ir. 

2. This Principle is molt ſuitable 
to thoſe natural Hopes and Expetta- 
tions which the generality ot good 
men have concerning a llate of furure 
Happineſs. From whence dorh ariſe 
that Confidence and Courage, where- 
by thoſe of meaneſt Quality and 
Abilities (if otherwiſe Virtuous per- 
ſons) can ſupport themſelves in 1 
ſufferings for that which is good-: 
Which doth neceſſarily ſuppoſe in 
them a ſtrong, and even a natural be- 
lief and perſwafion of ſuch a future 
ſtate, wherein their ſufferings ſhall be 
conſidered and rewarded, 
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Beſides that, there is a natural de- 
fire in all men, after a ſtare of Hap- 
pineſs and Perfeftion. And if we 
confider the utter impoſſibility of at- 
raining to any ſuch condition in this 
life, This will render it highly credi- 
ble, Thar there muſt be another itate 
wherein this Happineſs is attainable : 
otherwiſe Mankind muſt fail of his 
chief End, being by a natural Prin- 
- ciple moſt ſtrongly inclined to ſuch a 
ſtare of Happineſs as he can never 
attain to. As if he were purpoſely 
framed to be tormented berwixt cheſs 
two Paſſions, Deſire and Deſpazrr ; 
an carneſt Propenſion after Happineſs, 
and an utter incapacity of ever en- 
joying it. And, which is yet more 
conſiderable, the better and the ww:ſer 
any man is, rhe more carneſt deſires 
and hopes hath he aſter ſuch' a ſtate 
of Happineſs. And if there be no 
ſuch thing, not only Nature, but V:r- 
tue likewiſe mult contribure ro make 
men miſerable ; than which, nothin 
can ſeem more unreaſonable ro thoſe 
who believe a Juſt and a Wiſe Pro- 
vidence, 3. This 
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5.. This Principle is moſt fuita- 
ble to thoſe Fears and ExpetFations 
which the generaliry of wicked men 
are poſſeſſed with, concerning a fiu- 
ture ftate of Miſery. Witnets thoſe 
natural ſuggeſtions of Conſcience in 
the worſt of men, that upon any 
wicked action (though never fo pri- 
vate) are often-rimes ſtartling of 
them, with the apprehenſions of 
another Judicature and Tribunal, 
before which they ſhall be called 
to an account for their cloſeſt 
fins. All that ſecret regret, and 
thoſe inward ſmitings, Laniatas 
5 IfFus, which are fo often felr 
im the Minds of men, upon the 
commiſſion of any great ſin, do 
argue ſome common ' intimations, 
even in the Light of Nature, of 
anoiher Judgment after this life, 
wherein they ſhall be accountable 
for ſuch Actions, which men do 
not puniſh -or take notice of. 

And theſe natural Fears do uſual- 
ly ſeize upon all kind of men pro- 
miſcuouſly, even thoſe who are moft 
Potent 


Potent, who by their own Wills car 
give Laws to Nations, and command 
mighty Armies, yet cannot they a- 
youd theſe Checks and Laſhes of Con- 
ſcience, but that they will ſeize up- 
on them, and ſhake them, as well as 
the pooreſt meaneſt Subjea. Nor 
ean ſuch as are moſt obfi;nately wic- 
ked, who with their urmoſt ſtudy 
and endeavour, apply themſelves ro 
the ſuppreſſing and disbelief of theſe 
Notions; ſo wholly ſtifle them, but 
that they will be continually rifing 
up in their Minds, and purſuing of 
them. vo 

Now as there is no man whatſoe- 
ver, that is wholly freed from theſe 
' fears of fururc miſety after death, ſo 
there is no other Creature but Man, 
that hath any fears of this kind. And 
if there be no real ground for this, 
then muſt it follow, That he who 
framed all his other Works with ſuch 
an excellent congruity, did yer ſo 
contrive the Nature of Man,the moſt 
noble amongſt them, as to prove a 
ficedleſs rorment and þurthen' to it 
ſelf. If 
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If it be ſaid, That theſe Notrons 
may proceed trom ſuch Principles as 
men have derived trom Inſtzrutzon, 
and the Teaching of others, and do 
not imply a Neceliity oi any ſuch Na- 
tural impreſſions. 

To this it may be anſwered, That 
it is ſufficient to denominate. them 
Natural Notions; if they have ſuch a 
ſuitableneſs ro the Minds of men, as 
makes them to be generally owned 
by all thoſe who apply their thoughts 
to the conſideration of them. And 
that they have ſach a natural ſuira- 
bleneſs, may appear, Becauſe Inſtitu- 
tion cannot ſo eaſily eradzcate theſe 
Notions, as it can fix them. Now 
if the meer reaching of others were 
it ſelf ſufficient to 7mpreſs theſe No» 
tions, without any ſuch peculiar con- 
oruity in the things themſelves, Ic 
would be as ſufficient ro deface them 
again : Eſpecially conſidering the ad- 
vantage on this fide, trom that na» 
rural repugnancy we have againſt any 
thing which brings diſquiet to our 
Minds. And nothing is more trou- 
bleſom 
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bleſom in this kind, than the Fear 
which tollows upon Guilt. | 
Bur now, though there have been 
ſeveral men. of no mean Abiliries, in 
ſeveral Ages; who have made it their 


buſineſs to root out of the Minds of *: 


men all ſuch troubleſome Notions a- 
bout a furute ſtate, endeavouring to 
perſwade themſelves and others, That 
as there was a time before they were 
. born into the world; when they were 
riot; So at their dying; or going out 
of it, they ſhall exiſt no more. And 


yer, though ir be their intereſt to be-. 


lieve this, though they make it their 
ſtudy and buſineſs to perſwade them- 
ſelves and others to it ; It may rea- 
ſonably be doubted ; whether ever 
yet, there hath been ſo much as one 
perſon that hath hereby become ab- 
ſolutely free from theſe Fears : Bur 
for the moſt part, Thoſe who would 
have them eſteemed vain and imagi- 
nary, without any foundation in Na- 
rure, Theſe are the perſons who are 
molt aſſaulted with theny. 

He: funt qui trepidant & ad omnia 
fulgere pallent, So 
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* werfyl and unconquerable are 


theſe impreſſions, and therefore natu- 
rat. , 
\ +, The ſecond Reaſon T9 ſed 
to ſpeak to, was from the Feffiry of 


+ this Principle, to. the right govern- 


ment of mens Lives and Attzons in 
this world, and the preſerving of So- 
ciety amongſt them. | 

othing can be more evident,than 
that the Human Nature is ſo framed, 
as not to be regulated and kept 
within due bounds, without Laws ; 
and Laws muſt be inſignificant, with- 
out the Sanctions of Rewards and 


«1 Puniſhments, whereby men may be 


neceſſitated to the obſervance of 


them. Now the temporal Rewards 


and Puniſhments of this lite, can- 
not be ſufficient to this end; and 
therefore there is a neceſſity , that 
there ſhould be another future ſtate 
of Happineſs and Miſery. 

All * Rewards and Puniſhments 
of this life, are to be expected ei- 
ther from the (vil Magiſtrate, who 
by virtue of his Place and Calling is 
£ obliged 


5 


obliged to the duty of diſtriburive 
- Juſtice : Orelſe from Divine Provi- 
dence, according to that moſt uſual 
courſe which we find by Expcrience 
to be obſerved by Him, in his di- 
ſpenſation of rheſe Temporal things, 
Now neither of theſe can afford ſuf- ' 
ficient Motives for the government 
of Mens Lives and Actions. 
' 1. Notall that may be expected 
from the Coil Magzsſirate, Becauſe 
there may be many good and evil 
Actions, which they cannot take no- 
tice of ; and they canreward and pu- 
niſh only ſuch things as come under 
their cognizance. And if this were 
the only reſtraint upon men, it could 
be no hindrance from any ſuch Miſ- 
chief or Villanies which men had the 
opportunity of committing ſecretly. 
Nor would it extend to thoſe who 
had Power and Strength enough to 
defend themſelves from the Law, and 
eſcape the penalty of it, but that ſuch 
might without any check or fear, fol- 
low the inclinations of their own Ap- 
petites. Nor would it afford any 
| remedy 
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remedy in' the cafe of ſuch wicked 
Magilirates as ſhould invert the or- 
der of their Inſtiturion, proving Tey- 
rors to well-doers, and Encouragers 
fo thoſe that do ill. 

2, Not all that thay be expected 

. from Common Providence:For though 
it ſhould be granted, that according 
tothe moſt utual. and general courſe 
of things, both Virtuous and Virious 
AQtions are rewarded and puniſhed 
in this life ; yet there may be many 
particular caſes which this Morive 
would not reach unto ; namely, all 
ſuch caſes where a man's Reaſon ſhall 
inform him, that there is far greater 
Cm of ſafery and advantage, 
y committing a fin, than can be rea- 
ſonably expected, (according to his *- 
experience of the uſual courſe of 
chings in the World,) by doing his 
duty. .Suppoſe the cafe of the three 
Children, or of any others called ro 
Martyrdom, who may be threatned 
with rorments and death, unleſs they 
will blaſpheme God, and renounce 
their Religion, If it appear to them 
yery 
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very probable, ſuppoſe a hundred: to 
5 hog Cn refuſal, Their 
Perſecutors will really execute what 
they Threaten: And if. on the other 
fide it appear very zmprobabble, ſup- 

ſe ten thouſand to one, that they 
Hal not be delivered by a Miracle: In 
ſuch caſes, it is not_to be expected 
that the conſideration of the ordinary 
courſe of Providence in the difpen- 
fation of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
ſhould be ſufficient to reſtrain a man 
from any kind of Blaſphemy or Vil 
lany whatſoever. 

But the thing I am ſpeaking to, 
will more fully appear, by conſidera- 
tion of thoſe horrid Miſchiefs of all 
kinds, that would moſt naturally 
follow from the denial of this Do- 
Arine. 

If there be no ſuch thing to be-ex- 
peed as Happineſs or Miſery here- 
after, Why then the only buſineſs 
that men are to take care. of, is their 
preſent well-being in this World ; 
There being Rae any counted 
cither Good or Bad, butin Per. to 
rnis, 
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this. Thoſe things which we con- 
cceive to be conducible ro ir, being 
the only duties ; and all other things 
that are croſs to it, being the onl 

/ms. And therefore whatever a man's 
Appetite ſhall incline him to, he 
ought not ro deny ne init (be 


the thing what it will ) ſo he can 
| have it, or do it without probable 
| danger. 
} Suppoſe it be matter of Gaz or 
c 


| Profit he is diſpoſed to, if he can 
4 chear or ſteal ſecurely, this will be 
| ſo*=far from being a fau/r, that it is 
plainly his duty, Becauſe it is a pro- 
' per means to promote his chief 
End, 
And ſo for other caſes of Anger, 
| Hatred, Revenge, &c. according to 
| this Principle, a man muſt take the 
firſt opportunity of ſatisfying : rheſe 
| Paſſions, by doing any kind of miſ- 
| chief ro the. perſons he is offended 
with, whether by falſe Accuſations 
'* and Perjury ; or (it need be) by poy- 
| ſoning or ſtabbing of them ; provided 
he cando theſe things ſo,as to eſca 
| G the 
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the ſuſpition of others, and Human 
Penalty. 

Now let any man judg,what Bears; 
and Wolves, and Dewrls, men would 
rove to one another, it every thing 
| ſhould be not only /zwful, but a du- 
ty, whereby they might gratifie their 
impetuous Luſis, if rhey might ei- 
ther perjure» themſelves, or ſtcal, or 
wa of oy as often as they could 
do it ſafely, and get any advantage 
by it. 

” Bur theſe things are ſo very obvi- 
ous, and undeniable, that the moſt 
prophane Athceiitical perſons do own 
the truth of them. And upon this, 
they are willing to acknowledg,Thar 
Religion "and the belref of another 
life, is a very politick invention, and 
ncedful for the well-governing of the 
world, and for the keeping men in 
awe, from the doing any ſecret milſ- 
chicts. Which ( by the way) is a 
conceiſion of no ſmall advantage to 
the honour of Religion, conſidering 
that it proceeds from the greatelt 
profelled Enemics to it. Whereby 
they 


" 'C ; | 
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they grant, thar it is fit theſe thing 
ſhould be true, it they are not ; or - 
leaſt that ir is fit, that the generality 
of men ſhould 4</:eve them to be 
true. And though they themſelyes 
pretend to believe otherwiſe, yer are 
they not ſo far out of their wits, as 
to be willing that thoſe. with whom 
they converſe, their Wives, and Chil- 
dren, and Servants, ſhou'd be of the 
ſame Opinion with them , Becauſe 
then they could have no reaſon ro ex- 
peR any ſatery among(t rhem. What 
ſecuriry could any man have of his 
Eſtate, or Honour, or Lite, if ſuch 
with whom he is moſt familiar and 
' intimate, might think themſelves at 
liberty to do all rhe ſecret miſchiets 
to them, that they had opportunity 
ro commir ? 
; But there is one thing more, which 
thoſe, who profeſs ro diſ-belief this 
Principle, ſhould-do well to conſider, 
and that is this, That there is no 
imaginable reaſon , why - ( amonglt 
thoſe that know them) they ſhould 
pretend to any kind of Honeſty 'or 
G 2 Con* 
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Conſcience, becauſe they are wholly 
deſtirute of all ſuch motives as may 
be ſufficient ro oblige them to any 
thing of this nature. But accord- - 
ing to them, that which is called 
Virtue and Religion, muſt be one of 
the molt filly and uſeleſs things in the 
world. 

As for the Principle of Honour, 
which ſome imagine may ſupply the 
room of Conſcience, This relates on- 
ly ro external Repatation, and the 
eſteem which we have amongſt o- 
thers ; And therefore can be of no 
influence to reſtrain men from doing 
any ſecret miſchief. 

From what hath been ſaid, it will 
follow, That thoſe who have any re- 

ard to their own ſafeties, ought to 
abandon all kind of ſociety with 
ſuch pernicious perſons, who accor- 
ding to their own Principies, muſt 
take all opportunities of doing any 
miſchief ro others, which they are 
able to efie, with any advantage to 
themſelves. 

Now if this be ſo (as I have pro- 
ved) 


bk 0-7 
ved) that the nature of man is ſo fra- 
med, as not to be effectually perſwa: 
ded and wrought upon, without the 
conſideration of ſuch a future ſtate, 
If it be neceſſary to pur in everlaſting 
motives,as the Sanctions of that Law, 
by which the Human Nature is to 
be governed ; This muſt render ir 
highly credible, that there is ſuch 
a ſtare, Becauſe ir muſt needs be 
very unworthy of God, to conceive 
of Him, that he hath contrived the 
nature of one of. his beſt and moſt 
noble Creatures , after ſuch a man- 
ner, as to make it incapable of be- 
ing governed without falſhood and 
deceit, 

3. The third and laſt Argument I 
propoſed to ſpeak to , was trom the 


neceſiiry of this Principle to the 22n-. 


aication of Divine Providence. No- 
thing is more univerſally acknow- 
Iedged, than that God is Good and 
uſt, That well-doing ſhall be re- 
warded, and evil A@ions puniſhed 
by Him. And yet we fee that his 
Diſpenſations in this life are many 
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times promiſcuous and uncertain : ſo 
that a 927 £41/nct Judg of love or ha- 
tred by all thit 7s before him, The 
worſt men are ſometimes in the belt 
conditton. If zn.this life only we had 
kope, we ſhould be of all men the moſt 
miſerable, faith rhe Apoſtle, ſpeaking 
concerning thoſe primitive times of 
Perſecution, when the bertrer any man 
was. the more he was expoſed to ſut- 
tcrings. | 

Now the greater Uncertainty 
there is as to the preſent Aﬀairs in 
this World, by ſo mach greater is the 
Certarniy of a future Turgment. 

What couid be a greater diſparage- 
ment to Divine Frovidence, than ro 
permit the Calamirtics and Sufferings 
which good men undergo in this 
world, many times upon the account 
of Religion, to paſs unrewarded; and 
the many Miſchicfs and Prophana- 
tions, which wicked men take the ad- 
vantage of committing , by their 
Greatneſs and Proſperity in this 


world, ro go unfuniſhed 2 


What 
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What great glory would it be, to 


| preſide over this Material World, 
= Scars, and Meteors, Sea and Land, 


Flints and Beaſts, tro pur theſe 
things into ſuch a regular courſe, as 
may be ſuitable ro their natures, and 
the operations for which they are de- 
ſigned ; and in the. mean ſpace tro 
have no proportionable regard, ci- 


» ther for thoſe that reverence the De- 
ty, or thoſe who contemn him? 
f "Tis very well faid to this purpoſe 
by a late Author, That not rocon- 4»yraldu 


dud the courſe of Nz/ure in a due 
manner, might ſpeak ſome detect of 
Wiſdom in God : but nor ro compen- 
fare Virine and Vice, beſides the de- 
fe of W:(domr, in not adjuſting things 
ſuitably ro their qualincations, but 

croſiy coupling Proſperity with Vice, 

and Miſery with Virtue, would ar- 

gue roo great a detet of Goodneſs 
and Juſtice. And perhaps it would 
be lefs expedient (faith he ) with E- 
picurns, to deny all Providence, than 
to aſcribe it to ſuch defets. Ir be- 

| ing leſs unworthy of the Divine Na- 
G 4 rure, 
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ture, tonegle the Univerſe altoge- 
ther, than to adminiſter Human Af- 
fairs with ſo much Injuſtice and Irre- 
gularity. 

And therefpre 'tis neceſſary for the 
vindication of Divine Providence, 
that there ſhould be a future ſtare and 
day of Account, wherein eyery man 
ſhall be forced to acknowledg, that 
verily there w a reward for the righ- 
teous ; doubtleſs there # 4 God that 
Judgeth the earth. 

I crave leave for a word of Appli- 
cation, and I have done. If this be 
ſo, it will concern us then to en- 
quire, 

1. Whether we do in good earneſt 
believe this, That there ſhall be a 
future ſtate of Reward and Puniſh- 
ment, according as mens Lives and 
Actions have been in this world. If 
not, why do we-profeſs our ſelves to 
be Chriſtians ? Why do we not re- 
nounce the Articles of our Creed ? 
Nay, why do we pretend to any Re- 
ligion ? Nothing can be more falſe 
and unworthy, than in a ſolemn wer 
TClil- 
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religious manner to own that in our 
Profeſſion, which we do inwardly diſ- 
believe and deny. 

2, Do we ar any time ſeriouſly 
conſider this ? and revolve upon it 
in our minds ? Do we bethink our 
ſelves, what our condition is like to 
be at that time, what preparations 
we have for it. what grounds we have 
for hope ? There cannor poſſibly be 
any greater _— than for a man 
to be ſlight and careleſs in a buſineſs 
of ſo great moment. "Tis the want 
of believing and conſidering this,that 
is the chiet cauſe of all the viciouſneſs 
and diſorder in the world. 

3. What zmpreſſion doth the belief 
and conſideration of this make upor 
our hearts and lives? Doth it ſtir u 
in us, vehement deſires, and careſu 
neſs of mind in preparing for that 
time ? If a man were to be tried for 
life at the next Aſſizes, How would 
his thoughts be taken up about his 
defence, what anſwer he ſhould make, 
what the main Plea is which he 
ſhould inſiſt upon, by what evidence 

it 
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it might be ſtrengihned and cleared 
up ? He would as ſoon forget to car 
his mear, or to go to bed, as to let 
a buſineſs of this nature ſlip out of -. 
his mind. 

There is nothing more hard to be 
reſtrained, than the Impetuous and 
wild Exorbitances of Youth; And 
yet ſuch perſons would not, durſt not 
indulge themſelves, according to the 
ways of therr own hearts, and the 
ſight of their eyes; It they did really 
believe and conſider, that Ss all 


Eccl.11.9. theſe things God would Peat? them to 


Judgment. 

The buſineſs of Religion, muſt 
therefore be above all other things of 
greareſt conſequence to us, becauſe 
'tis the only means to ſecure us, as 
to our future conditions. The af- 
fairs of this life are bur of ſhort con- 
tinuance, and full of uncertainty : 
And therefore 'tis not much marerial 
what a man's condition may be in 
that reſpet. Burt there is ano- 
ther ſtate and time which will 
more neariy concern our care ; _ 
tnart 
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that is the great day of Account, 
And till a man hath in ſome meaſure 

rovided for this, he cannot live com- 
'tortably, or ſleey quietly, or haye 
any ſolid peace in his mind ; but muſt 
upon every ſcrious reflexion be con- 
tinually haunted with frightful ap- 
prehenſions abour his everlaſting con- 
di:ion. | 

"Tis ſcarce credible that any man 
ſhould be ſo ſortiſh, as to think, he 
ſhall eſcape dying : and when we do 
come to depart out of this world, It 
will then be no advantage to us, that 
we haye had Riches, or Honour, or 
Power. Theſe things will then vaniſh 
away, as to our Foſſeſſion of them 
and the Remembrance of them may 
prove a torment to our thoughts, ra- 
ther thana comfort ; eſpecially it we 
have reaſon' ro ſuſpect, thar rheſe 
things were our por7:0n 24 ihis hfe, 
and may be reckoned upon as our 
good things which we had already. 
Certain It is, that they will render 
our Accounts the more difficult : For 
+ to whom much is giycn, of them 
much 


[ 92] 
much fhall be required, We muſt be 
anſwerable not only for our dozngs, 


Jer-17.10 but for the fruit of our doings. All 


2 Pcr.3. 
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the ſins, or evil conſequences which 
have been occaſioned by our Miſcar- 
riages, ſhall be ſer upon our ſcore. 

p if theſe things be ſo. What 
manner of perſons ought we to be in 
all holy converſation and godline(s, 
looking for, and haſtning unto the com- 
ing of the day of God, It any thing 
can prevail with men to //ve ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this world, 
Ir muſt be from the conſideration of 
that bleſſed hope aud glorious appear- 
ing of the Great God, our Saviour Je- 
ſas Chriſt : To whom with the Fa- 
ther, &c. 
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By the Right Reverend Father in 
God, FOHN WILKINS, late 
Lord Biſhop of Cheſter. 
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Pfal. 25. 10. All the paths of the Lord are 
mercy and truth, to ſuch as keep his Cove= 
nant and his Teſtimonies. 


The Fifth Edition. 


LONDON: | 
Printed by Henry Crattenden, 1677. 


Sehevebes $6 hehehe ah th 
PPS SLEEP 
| THE 


PREFACE 


TY ins 


READER: 


Mongſt all other Do@trines, 
this of Providence (though 


zi do properly belong to Na- 

rural Theoldgy. yet ) z5s of an 

. Univerſal concerument both for know- 

li ag and prattice, as any other point, 
74 Chriſtian Diviniry, 

The very Heathens have acknow- 
leaged, only a Univerſal Providence of 
Ged, which puts the general kinds 4 
things into a regular way of wor 
ing ; Put his particular Providence 
likewiſe, which takes care of Indivi- 
dual Perſons and Attions. Why elſe 
do all Religions oblige men to pray 


uni 


To the Reader. 
unto Him, and to expet# His ſpecial 
aſſiſtance in every kind of want or ne- 
ceſſuy * 
But now, though this common 
Principle be ſo unrverſally acknow- 
ledged in the Notion of it, yet men 
are generally very negligent in the 
practical application of it to particu- 
tar times and conditions ; and (ſo loſe 
that comfort and ſatisfattion that 
may be reaped from it. 

It is the chief aim and buſmeſs of 
this Diſcourſe, To convince and quic- 
ken men unto this duty, as being by ſo 
much the more Galnabe for be e 
times, by how much the preſent trou- 
bles and confuſions do now call upon 
2s for it. 

It cannot but occaſion ſome ſugge- 
ſtions of Diffidence and Infidelity, to 
conſider thoſe many ſtrange revolutt- 
ons and changes in the world. which 
in outward appearance ſeem ſo full of 
diſorder and wild contingencies. And 
therefore it muſt needs be of ſpecial 
conſequence for a man to have his 
heart eftabliſhed m the — 
an 
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and belief of this truth bere infited 


pon : FOILS LEA 4 
In all Ages of the world mew have Plal.73; 
been much ſtartled in thetr judgments —_—_ 
, that unequal diſpenſation twhich 
wo to be in thoſe outward things, | 


That one event ſhould be ro the righ- Ect1.9.2. 
teous and the wicked. Nay, Thar&-£-15-. 
a juſt man ſhould periſh in his righ- © © 
teouſheſs. and . the wicked ſhould . 
| proſper in his wickedneſs. That Ch4-v.11 
| n the fide of the __ there 

ſhould be might, and the oppreſſed 
ſhould have none to comfort them. 
This hath ſometimes ſo amazed and 

erplexed the thoughts of conſiders 

men, that whilft they looked barely 
vpon events, they could tot tel how 
to extricate themſelves from theſe 
difficulties ; which occaſioned that 
ſpeech of Solomon ; Surely opprefſionCh.z. vg, 
makes a wiſe man mad ; that is,purs 
him to his wits end, tranſports bims 
with wild imaginations, whilſt he 
kyows not readily what to anſwey in 
defefite of ſuch proceedings. 
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exattly careful, . and infinitely wiſe, 
"ſuch a man will be eaſily ſatisfied, 
that in all theſe obſcure admimftra- 
tions (which ſeem unto us ſo full of 
caſual, negligent, promiſcuous Events) 
there is an admirable (though un- 
ſearchable) contrrvance. 
'- As for the particular deſign which 
Providence may aim at in ſome d:- 
ſpenſations, this doth not always fall 
Pro.25. 2. #nder our reach.” Tt is the glory of 
God ro-conceal a matter. And'ma- 
. nyof his works are (o ordered, that 
Eccl.8. 7, though a man labour ro ſeek them 
*- out, yet he cannot find our, yet 
he ſhall not find them. Tea faocker, 
Though a wiſe man think-ro know 
them, yer ſhall he nor be able ro 
find them. And therefore, where 
we cannot #nderſtand his ways, it 
is there our duty, with an humble 
reverence to ay the wiſdom of 
them. 
. How would this ( if rightly con- 
| | J Fes 


_ TotheReader. 
fidered and applied? ſilence all thoſe 
unſeemly murmurings and complaints 
of men in theſe times ? Remember, 
there is nothing befalls us but what AQ.4.28: 
the counſel of God had betote d&- 
termined. to be done, And he can 
order things for the beſt, as well 
when they croſs our deſires, as whets 
they comply with them. 

And therefore when you ſee thexcq. ;,s. 
violent perverting of judgment and 
juſtice in a province, marvel not at 
the matter. That is, Be hot tranſ- 
ported with wonder, cr impatience, 
or unbelief; as if the Providence of 
God were regardleſs or negligent - 
For he that is higher than the high- 
eſt regardeth. Though they that have 
the higheſt power amongſt men may 
be ſo far from remedying, that they 
rather ehcourage ſuch 4;ſorders ; yet 
' God hath a ſtrift watchful eye , 

on them. . And _ men may be 
apt to ſecure themſebves in ſuch pro- 
teedings, by the greatneſs of their 
own Frineth, as f there were n0- 
thing, above them ; yet there are 
H 2 higher 
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To the Reader. 
higher than they. And there is a 
time, when God will judg both the 
righteous and the wicked. 

Let us be careful of our own du- 
ty, to ſerve Prouidence in the uſual 
means, and leave the diſpoſal of e- 
vents to him. It hould be every 
mans chief buſmeſs to clear up the 
evidences of his particular title and 
relation unto this great' Governour 
of the World ; and this will be the 
ſureſt means to ſet us above the fear 
or hurt of all outward changes. 

We ſee with what artifice and 
compliance men will inſmuate them- 
ſelves into the affettion of thoſe who 
( according to ſeveral revolutions ) 
are advanced into the places of pow- 
er. Of how much greater advantage 
would it be, to get an intereſt in his 
favour who doth and ſhall always 
rule over the ſons of men, havin 
all times at his diſpoſal, out of whoſe 
hands no ſtrength or policy ſhall ever 
be able to wreſft the ſway and do- 
minion of things ? 


It 
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It cannot but afford rONg COM- 
ſolation unio every true Behever, to 


con/ider, that he who hath the chief 


influence in all theſe great changes 
and variety of _ Y the World 
is both his God, and his Father, 
How did this quiet the heart 
old Eli? 1 Sam. 3. i8. It is the Lor 
let him do what ſeemerh him good, 
And David «pon the ſame conſidera- 


{ 


ton profeſſeth, I was dumb, and open- Pſal.39.9, 


ed not my mouth, becauſe thou didſt 


it. And our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 
makes wſe of this argument, The Toh. 18. 


Cup that my Farther hath þ 
me, ſhall I nor drink it ? Though. the 
portion be bitter and d; Dleafong yet 
'ſo long as it comes from a loving and 
cored Father, we have no reaſon to 
fear any burt by zt. 

And on the other fide, much of mens 
wnquietneſs and dejettion, is occaſioned 
exther by the want of this evidence, 
or by the neglett of applying it. When 
they terminate thewr thoughts upon 
fecondary infiruments, Fearing men 
that ſhall die, and the ſons of men 
H 3 that 


I 
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men that ſhall be made as graſs : for- 
getting the Lord their Maker, who 
ſtretched forth the Heavens, and laid 
the Foundations 'of the earth. Thar 
is that which .makes men to fear con- 
ce becauſe of - the fury of the 
oppreſſor. | 

How would it compoſe all theſe 
fears and 'diftempers, if men would 
but labour after this aſſurance of 
thetr intereſt in God, with the (ame 
zeal and intention of mind where- 
with they proſecute their particular 
engagements and animoſitzes agarn 
one another. He that hath God for 
his flrength and refuge, is always 
ſure to be on the ſtrongeſt ſide, and 
need not fear the moſt tempeſiuous 
mutations. Though the earth be re- 
moved, and the Mountains ſhould be 
carried into the midſt of the Sea : 
Though the warers thereof roar, and 
be troubled; and the Mountains 
ſhake with the ſwelling thereof. ' 
* Thus much 1 thought fit to premiſe 
in the general, concerning the mece(- 
ſity and ſeaſonableweſs of this Sub- 
_— >” "F774 7-08 
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'© the Reader. 

As for the particular occaſion 
publiſhing this Diſcourſe, I have no- 
thing to ſay but this ; That being ſ0- 
licried for a Copy of it by divers _ 
ſons (and ſome of eminent quality) 
b:fore whom it was - occaſionally 
Preached ; I knew not any more con- 
ventent way to ſatisfy their deſores, 
thin by ſuch. a publick communica- 
tzon of it. 

I could” ſpeak ſomething from my 
own experience concerning the effica- 
cy of this Doftrine, againſt thoſe 
damps and dejettions of mind unto 
which ſuch times as theſe will ex- 

oſe a man, It is my hearty Prayer, 
that it may be uſeful to others alſo in 
this reſpet?. 
Farewel. 


TY. Lo 
LID Z had we 


BEAUTY 
P2ovidence; 


_— —— 


ECCLES. 3. 11. 


He hath made every thing beautiful 
in his time : alſo He hath ſet the 
World in their heart, yet no man 
can find out the work that God 
pr a from the beginning to the 


"8 His Book contains Solomon's Ex- 
perience in his ſearch for Con- 
tentment ; Which being not to be 
found amongſt any of the Creatures, 


he adyiſes never to trouble our ſelves 
in 
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in an eager proſecution after them, 
bur ro enjoy our poſſeſſions with a 

ful} iberal ;minf, withour pI- 
Fa 


ing Þur ſelves id ſach cares\agd 
bours, as may defraud us of thoſe 


honeſt comforts to be had by them: } 


for there is nothing better for a man, 
then that be ſhould eat and drink, and 
make his Soul enjoy good in his labour, 
ch. 2. v. 24. That 1s one of the Con- 
cluſrons which Solomon infers from 
his former diſcourſe, and which he 
farther amplifies, and,confirms in the 
following one of his Sermon. Ir 
being his chicf ſcope in this Book, - to 
dire& men how to behave. themſelyes 
with cheerfulneſs' and' contentment 
under al thoſe great.revglutions, and 
that. variety ot eventts. which - may 
befall them in the world. | 
This Chapter contains a diſcourſe 


concerning God's ind i there 


diſpoſal 'of times; and is thereffire 
not unfirly-ſtiled\, the- Catendar 

Ephemerides of ſeaſons ' whence the 
Wiſe-man/ with divers atrguments'ur- 
ges upon-us what he had before com- 
mended 


mended; a cheerful and contented | 
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mind. 

'The Text 'is' one of theſe argu- 
ments; God hath made every thing 
beautiful in his time : that is, there 
is a wiſe order and contrivance in all 
the works of providence : every par- 
ticular Event is moſt ſeaſonable in . 
that time which God appoints : and 
therefore we have no reaſon to repine 
at our condition, as if matters did 
not go well with us; for 'tis impoſ- 
ſible they ſhould have been berrer 
than they are : rhough they do croſs 
our private hopes and deſires, yer God 
beſt underſtands the fitteſt order and 
ſeaſon for all things making them 
beautiful in his time. 

Alſo he hath ſet the World in their 
heart: by [world] here is not meant 
this »material world ; bur Jeon 
the ſucceſſion and courſe of things, 
as the original word o1y does Lara 
perly: import. This God hath ſerin, 
or * expounded unto mens hearts z 
thar is;/he hath endowed: us with an 
ability ro deſcera in ſome — 
or fiing that 
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that ſeaſonadbleneſs which he obſeryes 
in the government of the World, 
Tet there is no man can find out the 
work that God makes from the be- 
ginning tothe end : that is, 'tis above 
umane ability to comprehend the 
reaſon of all Divine proceedings ; 
we cannot find them tully our from 
the beginning to the end. 
This very Others conceive that the words 
uitable may be more properly rendred thus : 
9 id... long as the World ſhall laft, God. 
"am dothreveal unto mens hearts the work 
which he makes, from the beginning. 
to the end, excepting only ſome things 
anto which man cannot attain. As if 
he ſhould have ſaid, in all ages of the 
World there are ſtill ſome paſlages of 
Providence, wherein men may be a- 
ble ro difcern a beatity and comeli- 
neſs, though there are. ſome- other 
iculars which we cannot under- 
ſtand. The fenſe of both -Interpre- 
tations being ſor the ſubſtance much 
alike. | 
That's the connexion-and. meaning 
of the whole verſe. The Text, ac- 
cording 


of Providence. © 


cording to irs natural fulneſs, doth 
comwerine in it theſe three particu- 
lars. 


1, Kvery thing has its time. 

2, Every thing in its time is beau- 
tity], 

3. That is the proper .ſcaſon fox 
all things which God appoints. 

1, Every thing has us '1me. To all 
things there is an appoanted ſeaſon, 
ver. 1, Not only for ſuch natural e+ 
vents as bear in them a kind of ne- 
ceſlity, as a time to be born, and. a 
time to dye, ver. 2. but alſo for thoſe 
voluntary a@tions that ſeem ro be 
| moſt alterable and contingent; 4 
time to weep, and a time to laugh, 
yer. 4. The wiſdom of Providence 
in the government of this lower 
world, hath diſpoſed to every thing 
its patticular ſeaſon. This is thar 
we call the x s of time, the r#pe-. 
neſs of ſeaſon. Prov. 25, 1. The Wiſe 
man ſays there, that the day brings 
forth events, Paritura eft dies ; al- 
Juding to a teenaing-Mother, to whom, 
there 
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The Beauty 
there is a ſer dare for her delivery. So 
doth Time ttavel with the decreegof 
Providence, and for each ſeveral ati: 
on there is a pregnancy, and fulneſs 
of time. 

2. Every thing in its time is beau- 
tiful ; even ſuch marters as in their 
own natures are not without ſome 
deformity: A time to kill, v. 4: A 
time to mourn, a time of way, v. 8. 
The ſcorching of Summer, and the 
extream cold of Winter, though both 
in themſelves alike diſtaftful, yet are 
comely in their ſeaſons ; and thoſe 
times would not be ſo beautiful with- 
out them: Nor is it the natural 
goodneſs of any thing that can make 
it comely out of its proper ſeaſon. 
Thar which Beauty is in Bodies, and 
Harmony in Sounds, that is Oppertu- 
fity in Time. Now as White and , 
Red, which are the uſual Materials 
of Beauty, as thoſe particular Notes 
of which Muſick doth conſiſt, may be 
ſo diſpoſed of, as to cauſe deformity 
and diſcord: fo ations, which in 
themſelves are good, may be _ 
ved 
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ved 'by their unſeaſonableneſs.” 

3. Thar is the proper feaſon for 
all rnings which God appoitits: Or 
thus : Every particular Event, is moſt 
beauriful in that time which the Pro- 
vidence of God hath allotted'ro ir. 
*'Tis above the contrivance 'of Hu- 
man Policy to bring matters about 
in their firteſt order. And” therefore 
*rwere but folly to conclude, Thar 
things: do nor fall 'out well, unleſs 
they anſwer our deſires: for God 
beſt underſtands the , fitteſt ſeaſon 
for every purpoſe. And wharſoever, 
or” whenſoever he works, you may 
be fure *'tis both beautiful, and in 
.1s time ; Even thoſe Events which 
do moſt thwart our private Ends 

could all circumſtances be duly con- 
dered) we ſhonld find them to be 
rformed in their moſt comely 'or- 
der, and beſt opportunity. 

As for the two firſt Particulars, 
though they are implicd in the Texr, 
yet are they moſt expreſly handled 
in che former verſes: And therefore 
I ſhall paſs them over without any 
ur. 


* The Beauty 
ther enlargement, inſiſting only upon 
this hate 66 being more direQly a- 
greeable to the main ſcope of the 


S.. 

And 'tis a Subje& that in many re- 
ſpeas will deferve your more eſpe- 
caal attention; 'ris nor commonly 
treated of, And beſides, it may ve- 
ry much conduce to our contentment, 
to ſettle our-hearts againft all rhoſe 
conditions that may befal us in the 
World. "Tis of very general uſe and 
concernmentr , ſuitable ro all rimes 
and occafions : For times of ſuffer- 
ing, to make us patient and ſubmiſ- 
ſive: For times of mercy, to make 
us cheerfu: and thankful. In bricf, 
—_ to all perſons, relations , 

meſſes, feaſons; nothing is more 
generally uſeful than this, to haye 
our hearts: fully perſwaded of that 
wiſe order and contrivance which 
there is inf the the diſpoſal of every 
particular Event in the World, And 
is more eſpecially ſeaſonable for 
times of Trouble and Confuſion , 
when men are apt to miſtruſt _ 

Os 


Marne. 


Goyernment of Provideyce,as if God - 
let the cate of this lower world, *. 
__ leave all things zo their own -/-. 


jarring-principles. Then ( 1ſay) 'tis 
more eſpecially ſeaſonable to -vindi- 
tate the care and wiſdom of Provi- 
dence yz to ſhew that every- thing 
God doth, is beſt ;&nd conſequent- 
ly, that thoſe many-diſtraftions and 
confuſions under whigh we ſuffer, 
are far better than any other (though 
the moſt flouriſhing ) condition could 
be. And that's the Subje&t I am now 
to inſiſt upon. The point is this: 


Every particular Event is mo#f#Propol. 


beautiful in that trme which the 
Providence of God hath allotted to 
zt. 


A Truth, by ſo much the more 
ſeaſonable for theſe times, by how 
much 'ris now the more difficult ro 
believe it. + | | "hy 

The Obſeryarion lies plainly borh, 
in the ſcope of the place, and the 
moſt obvious ſenſe ot the words. -- . 
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| Confir- ' | The Scripture is copious in other 
mariondy roofs 0 this purpoſe. Det. 32. 4: 
ny Divine. #{#s, work 4 ,perfef?, and hs ways 
are judgment ; a God of truh, and. 
without iniquity, jui? and right. Not 
only his firſt work of Creation is 
exatly good and perfet ; bur his 
ways of Providence alſo are diſpo- 
= with judgment and righteoul- 
$ 


neſs. 

So Jer. So again, Iſa. 28. 29. The Lord of 

" * Hoits 4 wonderful in counſel, and 

excellent in working ; that is, every 

event of Providence is managed and 

pre-ordained by an admirable Wit- 

dom, and therefore muſt needs be of 
excellent comrivance. 

.. And again, Dan. 2. 20, 21. Wiſ- 

dom and might are hu : he changeth 

the times and the ſeaſons : he remo- 

velh Kings, and he ſetteth up Kings : 

Thoſe 'rwo Attributes of Strength 

Job 36. 5-4nd H/:ſdom are for the moſt parr 

put together in Scriprure, God ne- 

ver, ſhews any Argument of his 

Strength, bur his W:(dom is engaged 

in it alſo. Thoſe great alterations 

and 


"* Providence. 


and ſubverſions which happen. is the 
world, do not more-demonſtrate the 
grearncſs of his Power ini the doing 
of them, than the greatneſs of his 
6 wa in diſpoſing of them for rhe 


wel again, Pſal. 104. 24. O Lord, 
how ,mamfold are thy works 7 ins 
wiſdom haſt thou made them gall: the 
earth ts fa ull of thy riches. Which 
is as well true of the works of Pro- 
vidente, as of the works of (rea- 
ms _ | 
* But this Truth is more directly 
intimated by that Viſion of Ezekzel 
in the Chapter of his Prophecy, 
wherein he doth expreſs hey all 
Events in the world are wiſely. dif- 
poſed of by the care and govern- 
ment of Providence The ſcope , of 
that Viſion was, -to confirm the Fairh 
of. the , Prophet in the. certainty 
thoſe things which he was to wy 
rel ; becauſe God himſelf, by. whom 
he was inſpired, had ſuch a ſpecial 
influence 1m the ,orderly managing” 
of all infetiour Events, 
I z Though 
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© Though matters might ſeem 7o 
run upon. wheels ( as we fay ), to 
follow their own courſes , withour 
any ſpecial guidance ; to go at ran- 
dom ; * yet theſe wheels have eyes wn 
them, y. 18. that-is, there is the eye 
. © of Providence, which dire&ts them 
160. In their reyolutions. And then be- 
Prov.15. ſides, theſe wheels are likewiſe go- 
| © verned by the four living creatures ; 
that is by the Angels of God, who 
are fitted for all their ſervices, with 
four remarkable Endowments. 
.-1. With Wiſdom and Prudence, 
Ryo in that Viſion, by the fate 
of a man. 
-=2.' Courage - and Reſolution, the 
fate of a Lion. 
' 3,” Seduliry and Diligence, rhe 
face” of an Ox. © 
'**4: Swiftneſs and Diſpatch; the face 
of an Eagle. > ESR 
" In” all which, the Prophet doth at 
large explain unto us, with whar de- 
liberate care and 'fore-caſt the Pro- 
vidence of God 'doth diſpoſe of all 
theſe inferior Events. ot 6 
a 2 This 
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This Truth may yet befurther -& H 
videnced , ; from theovery Light, "—_ 
Nature, and the Teſtimony -of the * 
Heathen. Hence was it that the Am» * , 
cients did ſer torth their gods-with +, © 
Harps in. their hands, ' to ſhew' the 
harmony ''they obferved in the- 
vernment of the world. And Aft Boos 
was” condemned to wear. Aſſes ears; 5*P- Ver- 
becauſe he preferred: Pan's Pipe be< 
fore Apollo's Late ;' Humane —_— 
before Divine Providence. 

Nay. the Devil himſelf doth: 20 

knowledg the wildom- and: ſeaſon 
ableneſs of Divine proceedings;:and 
therefore would tain have ehred 
himſelf under this pretence: Matth. 
8. 29, Art thou come: to torment” us: 
before our time?! Implying , that 
wo4id not become the God of Order: 
to dot any . thing - untimely. And: 
doubrleſs that muſt. needs be- an © 
vident and a great Truth whichsis: 
confeſled by the mourh of ſo grgat 4 
Liar, | 

For 'the further clnfirmatinn of 
this, let us a lirtle conſider ſome” of 
| I 3 thoſe 
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' thoſe rugged paſſages of Providence 


which ſeem ro be performed with 
the greateſt negligence and defor- 


mity. 


Examples [| : Look upon the Hiſtory of Joſeph » 


Mm 


He was.(you know) one of the pro- 
ied: Seed, .concerning whom God 
had forerold a ſuperiority and do- 
minion over the reſt of his Family. 
Now, that after this, he thould be 
expoſed to the treachery of his ma- 
licious Brethren : that -befides his 
nearneſs to flaughrer from their 
hands, he ſhould be ſould into a far 
Countrey , whence there was no 
hopes ever to hear on him again ; 
Thar. there he ſhould* be ſo endan- 
gered by the rage of a Juſtful wo- 
man, and ſuffer ſo tedious and un- 
juſt Impriſoament ; all this migh 
ſcem to be an overſight and negle&t 
of Providence, as it it had foggor- 
ten the promotion which Joſeph was 
deſigned to. And yer  d6 but re- 
flect _ the latter part of the ſto- - 
ry, and you ſhall find; how all theſe 
taisfortunes did mightily conduce , 
bs. | not 
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not only to his adyancement, but all 
to the ſary and preſervation of that 
whole 'Family, which was then the 
Viſible Church. So that if each of 
his Brethren had given him as much 
money as they fold him for, it had 
not been ſo great a kindnefs as-he 
received from their -intended Cru» 
elty. 

I is an. elegant gloſs of St,.Gye- 
[ upon this Story, Divino ju: 
dicio quod dechnare conats ſunt, re- 
nitendo ſervierumt + Ideo vendituse 
8 fratribus Joleph ne a4doraretyr, ſed 
ideo ei aduratus, quia venditns.. It 
was ſo ordered by Providence, that 
what they ſought to decline, they did 
promote, eyen by their — a- 

inſt it; Joſcph was therefore ſold 
y his Brethren, that he might not 
be worſhiped, and yet he was there- 
fore worſhiped, becauſe he was fold. 
Sic drumum conſtlium dum devia- 
tur, impl-tur ; fic humana ſapientia 
dum relnftitur,comprehenditur. Even 
ſo the Divine Councel is accont- 
pliſhed-. in being oppoſed ; ſo Hu- 

| I 
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mane Policy is defeated by the 
means of promoring ir. | 
Thus alſo is 'it in the Hiſtory of 
David: He was ( you know) de- 
ſigned ro a Kingdom; but how ma- 
ny ſtraits'-was he put to betore he 
arrained 'it? Being” forced 'into the 
Wilderneſs like a wandring Out-law, 
and followed there by a company of 
diſcontented* perſons , who 'was as 
ready ( perhaps ) upon every tri- 
vial occaſion ro*revolt from him, as 
before from Jaul: But, above all the 
reſt, his laſt diſtreſs was the one of 
the moſt deſperate , when he was 
ſpoiled at Zrglag, not ' only ' of his 
goods, but his Wives and Children 
roo, when his own Souldiers in their 
mutiny and diſcontent were' ready 
to ſtone him ; there | being then bur 
little hopes to: fave his life ; much 
leſs to get a Kingdom, And yerthis 
diſtreſs 'alſo ' was, in the event of it, 
contrived to his advantage. . For ha- 
ving afterwards purſued'the Amale- 
Kites, he not only recovered his own, 
but got ſuch ' abundance of other 
y ſpoils 


| of *Pronadentz. 

ſpoils from- them; as ſerved him for 
rich Preſents, whereby he might- re- 
new and confirm - the friendthip of 
his wellwithers in Iſrae};-+ that af- 
rer the "death of' Sau} ( which pre- 
ſently tollowed ) he might-by their 
free votes be choſe to ſucceed him, 
1 $am, 30. and chap. 31. 

Yon may ' obſerve likewiſe ſome- 
whar ro this purpoſe in the ſtory of 


Jonah, when he was ſent ro Nzne- orb, 


vth about ſo weighty a matter as 
the ſatery of that. great and popu- 
lous City, and that roo when (their 
deſtruction was within ken, bur for- 

days. off; that he ſhould i now 
make delays and fly tro Tar/hz/h; that 
upon ſuch a ſtrait he ſhould'runhim- 
ſelf into hazards, might-teem ro ar- 


gue ſome careleſinels 'and'neglect in. 


the Government of Frovidence. And 
yet this error of his was ſo: wiſely 
managed in the event, that' it pro- 
yed a great advantage to the main 
End of his buſineſs. For ”tis a pro- 
-bable. opinion, That theſe Mariners 
-who'calt Jonah into the Sea, were: a 
233 ſpe- 
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ſpecial occaſion thar his Preaching 
was fo fuccesful afterwards; the N;- 
urv#tes being by them informed, 
That this was that'Propher for whom 
they had latcly ſuffered fo violent a 
Tempeſt; -how the wind ceafed, and 
all was calm again, when rhey bad 
once caſt him into- the Sea from 
whence in was not poſhble he ſhould 
be delivered, but by a Miracle. And 
therefore they concluded, That this 
muſt needs be ſome man exrraordi- 
narily inſpired from above ; and that 
his Preaching was not idle Threats, 
bur ſuch 'as might juſtly fright them 


- into that rigorous Faft which after- 


wards we read of, both for Man and 
Beaſt. Ir being the wiſdom of Pro- 
vidence ſo-tocontrive it that this of- 
fence of Jonah ſhould mightily ad- 
vantage that End which it did ſcem 
moſt diretly ro oppoſe. 

So likewiſe for that diſſention be- 
twixt Paut and Barnabas, Att. ry. 
it might ſcem the moſt unſeafonable 
breach thar could poſhbly be imagi- 
ned ; when the Church of rhe Chritti- 
ans 


of Providence. 
3ns. was now in-its beginning and in- 
. fancy, that then the rwo chief Mem 
bers of it ſhould tall art variance a- 
monglt themſelves, was ſuch an un- 
rimely diſſcntion, rhat an 'Enemy 
could not with them” worſe.. No- 
thing could more thwart the promul- 
gation-of the Goſpel of: Peace, than 
the contentions of thoſe that preach 
it. If that State which 4s already 


eſtabliſhed into a Kingdom , dividedy,, .. 
againſt it ſelf, cannot fland ; much xx. 


leſs could thoſe ſmall. beginnings 
think to encreaſe into a Church by 
diviſions. 

And yet this likewiſe was ſo diſpo- 
ſed of in the event,that 1t did mightily 
conduce to the Goſpel thorow the 
whole world : for by this means thoſe 
two parted aſunder, the one into Cy- 


rus, the other into Syria and Clicra, yer, 1g, 


and like two mighty ſtreams ſpread 
themſelves ſeyeral ways that fo they 
might the þertter water the barren 
and thirſty corners of the world. 
Thus have you ſeen the Beauty of 
Providence in ſome rugged p ages 
; © 
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Reaſ. 1. 


Yau Of the Beauty 


of it. Tis fo-in eyery'other particu» 
lar, rhough ſeeming unto us neyer ſo 
deformed. But man cannot find out 
the work of God ſromthe beginning to 


' The end. 


For the further evidencing of this 


. truth, there are two grounds upon 


which 'ris bottomed , that being un- 
derſtood -and conſidered, will' make 
the poinr'very clear, 

1. God is exactly careful of cyery 
thing. | 
ys He is infinitely wiſe, for the dif- 
poſal- of all ro the belt. - 

1. God doth overlook all things by 
an eſpecial Providence. Eph. r. 11. 
He worketh all things after the” coun- 
fel of his own will. There is no event 
in the World it is ordered both accor- 
ding to God's w:}}, and by his coun- 
ſet + Pfal. 135. 6. Whatſoever the 
Lord pleaſed, that did he both in Hea- 
ven, and in Earth, and in the' Sea, 
and in alt deep places.” Not only in 
the Heaven, where his glory is more 
eſpeciolly conſpicuous ; but in the 


earth too, where matters ſeem to be 
| {ull 


full of confuſion: and in the Sea, and 
in all deep places, where we cannor 
fo much as take notice” of” rhern. 
There is nothing ſo great, bur is un 
der his Tower; nothing ſo tile, . 
bar is within his Care. Thoſe ations 
and eyents thar ſeem unto us moſt 
free, and caſual, :nconſiderable, ara 
alFof rhem ordered by -hisProvidence. 

1.Thar which is moff free, the hearts 
and affeQtions of men do follow the 
guidance of his Decrees; Men may do 
atter their own counſels and inclinati- 
ons; bur they are ſtill ſuirable ro his 
Providence; . there is nothing more in 
our thoughts and words; and yet 
both the preparation of the heart, 
and the anſwer of the tongue, is from 
the Lord, Prov. 16. 1. 

2. Thar which ſeems moſt caſual: 
The d:\peſmng the Lot is from hint, 
Prov. 16. 33. He who is accidentally 
flain by another, is ſaid to be delrver- , 
ed into his hands by God, Exod. 21.17. 
, That caſual Arrow ſhort ar random, 
was dire&ted by Providence to fulfil 
the prediftiom of Ahad's death, 
i King. 
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1 King. 22. 34. There is no ropes} 
for Coke to operate in a looſe an 
7 ftragling way; bur in matters of 
greateſt uncertainty, thete is a pre- 
ordained courſe of Effects. - + 
*Like 3. The leaſt, moſt 1mconſiderable 
__ things, are not negle&ted by Provi- 
Non vacat dence. It wasa © p ophane ſpeech 
gr of the Aramzites, That God was the 
Fovin God of the Mountains, not of the 
Valleys, 1 King. 20. 23. Whereas he 
regards the loweſt, the leaſt thing, as 
well as the greateſt. The young, Li- 
ors, Plal. 104. 21. The Ravens. Pal. 
I47. 9. are provided for by him. He 
feeds the Fowls of the azr, adorns the 
Lilltes, and clothes the Graſs of. the 
Field, which to day is, and to mor- 
row zs caft into the Oven. Spatrows 
(you know) are but cheap Birds ; Are 
not two of them. ſold for @ far. 
thing? Mar. 10. 29. And yet not one 
of theſe do, fall to the ground with- 
out your Father. He mult give the 
Fowler leaye to kill them ; nay, when 
they are upon the wing in their tre- 
quent and' ofren' repeated motions ; 
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yer rhen ir is He that muſt appoint 
them the time and place when and 
where they 1hall fertle; and in this 
ſenle alſo, not owe of them doth fall io 
the ground wikhout your father, The 
hairs of your head are yet teſs ob- 
fervable contemprible even to a 
Proverb, P:;h non facio, Ne pulo 

idem melius. And yet theſe, with 
30d, are zuter numerata, amonglit 
thoſe things whereof hetakes an ex- 
act account, | 

Thar place x Gor 9. 9. Doth God 
take care for Oxen ? doth nor ſimply 
exempt ſuch things from the Law 
of his providence ; but 'tis Argw- 
mentim a mmors, and doth impl 
his eſpecial care of that higher 
of creatures to whom theſe are ſubor- 
dinare, - The plain meaning of it is, 
thar if God hath by a particular Law 
provided, that the Ox ſhould not be 
muzled that treads out the cors ; he,, 
wil'be much more careful of the La- 
bourers in his Harveſt. 

'Tis recorded ro the glory of ſome 
ancient Generals, that they were able 


ro 


AY 


to call every common' Souldier by his 
own name ; and careful* ro provide 
fior only Pay tor their Captains, bur 
Litter alfo tor the meanett Beaſt that 
did ſerve the Camp. Now you know 
there is nor any Creature but is a 
Souldier to the Lord of Hoſts. He 
doth ſometimes muſter up an Army 
of Lice and Flies ; and therefore 'ris 
bur reafon that his Providence ſhould 
rake care for ſuch things alſo : why 
ſhould it nor be as great an argument 


_ of his Power to preferye and order 
theſe leſſer Creatures, as it was at firft 


to make' them ? The Creation of a 
glorious m__ did not coſt him more 
than thar of a deſpicable Fly. Was 
it not He that our -of the ſame pri- 
mitive nothing put that difference 
which rhere is among(t ſeveral na- 
rures ? And if the Painter inthe ſame 
Piece draw a filken and a woollen 
garment, why ſhould he value the 
one above the other, ſince it was the 
ſame, Art that did. both make and 
diſtinguiſh them ? 


2. As 


| 
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2. As his Providence doth;exrend R** 3 


co all rings, ſo likewiſe does his W:(- 
dom. As he is exaQtly careful, fo is 
he infinirely wiſe ; and rhcretore as 
able tor the contrivance of every the 
the leaſt particular thing; as he would 
be if he had nothing but that to look 
after. It the Providence ai God had 
but one projefF on foor, we could caſi- 
9 conceive how he might be able to 
rive that through all the windings 
and circumſtances of ir, with care 
and wiſdom. Nay, we would truſt 
any wiſe man with the managing of 4 
ſingle buſmeſs, when he had nothing 
elle to diitra& his endeavours : But 
for a!l thoſe multitude of. affairs 
amongſt Men and Angels; nay, for 
the very circumflances and manner 
of all thoſe ſeveral actions and mo- 
tions which are performed in every 
moment of time through the whole 
World ; we cannor conceive but that 
in ſuch a tumulr of bufineſs the eye 
of Providence may be ſometimes 
overſeen. Bur this ariſes from ours 
miſtake of the Divine Nature; we 
K meaſure 
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God by our own finite ab:- 
lities ; whereas 'we ſhould conſider, 
that that which is z»fn:te, cannot be 
confined- by Lime, or Number, or 
Place; bur is as well able ar all times 
to look to all things, in all places, as 
if there were only one bulineſs.to be 
cared for. You may ſee ſome imper- 
tet reſemblance of this amongſt rhe 
Creatures. Do bur conſider the Sur, 
how thax at the ſame time, without 
labour or confuſion, it is employed- 
in divers ſervices for all the Creatures: 
under heaven ;: the diſtintions of 
/, Seaſons, the growth of ſeveral Plants, 

its various influence. upon. Minerals, 
the cheriſhing of living Creatures, 

with ſundry other ſuch yariety of 
 employments, which we are not able 
ſo much as to take notice of. Or elſe, 

do but mark the nature of - the Sou, 

which at the ſame time perhaps doth: 
—_— Heaven, dzref the body 

in its ſundry motions, &ſtr:bute the 

food in a wiſe proportion to the ſe- 

veral parts, not neglefting ſo much as: 
the leaſt hair abour it, but ſupplying 


that 
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that with ſuitable nouriſhment, And 
all this. ix does withour wearineſs or 
diſtraction. And it a Creature can 
do- thus, much more then. the- Creay 
ror, who gives ro every thing,its pro» 
per ability,-. and doth, aguare . all 
things by amore immediare aſliſtance 
than the Souk ir ſelf. \So:that though 
we ſuppoſe infin:zte occaſions, (which 
notwithſtanding Creatures, are not 
capable of.) yet rhe Providence od 
Wiſdom of. God is :nfinae alſo; and 
there is the, ſame proportiun. of. in- 
finite to\infinite; as of one to- one.. ... 
Now 'put both theſe Reafons tos 
prcher's It. the, Provideace of. God 
e thus \exatily. careful of every. the 
leaſt parcicular ; if he be. thus zu 


finitely wiſe for the diſpoſal of all ro 


the beſt; no- wonder then, though, 
every Puent in the World be bor 
beautiful, and in tts time, . 


.. For the further clearing of this Vindica- 

Truth, there are-rwo Doubts or Que-5y,n 

rzes.to be reſolyed; that ſeem to opr od Ob 
Oo 


poſe it, 
Kk2z2 1, Whar's 
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The Beauty 

1, Whar's the reaſon why this B-au- 
fy of Providence doth not appear to 
us ; but that many things ſeem ſo 
full of diſorder and contuſion in the 
World ? x 

2. How may this:conſtſt with rhe 
the permiſſion of ſinful ations, which 
can neither be beautzfut nor ſeaſona- 
ble ? 

I begin with the firſt, ro ſhew the 


reaſon why in ſo many things we can- . | 


nor diſcern this Beasty of Providence. 
The verſe of the Text tells us, That 
man cannot find out the work of God 
from the beginning to the end : That 
is, 'tis above humane capacity to 
comprehend the reaſon of all Divine 
—_— ; we cannot find them 
lly out trom- the beginning ro the 
end, And ſo 706.9. 10. He doth great 
things paſt _ out. Lo, he goeth 
by me, and I ſee bim not : He paſſeth 
on alſo, but I percerve him not, And 
apain, Chap. 23. $, 9. ' Behold, I go 
orward , he is not there; and 
backward, but I cannot percezve him : 
on the left hand where he doth work, 
but 


of Proviaente. 
but T cannot hehold him; he hideth 
himlelf onthe right hand, that I can- 
»t ſge him. The meaning is, that 
where ever Job rurned his eyes, there 
were till ſome paſſages of Providence 
wich he could not apprehend the 
meaning of. - God hath reſerved this 
as a pecaliar prercgative to himlelt. 
It rs not for us to know the tymes and 
ihe ſ.alons which the Father hath 
put m his own power, ARS. 1, 79. 
There may be a two-fold reaſon of 
this : 
+1, The obſcurity of the things 
themſelves. There are treaſures of 
wiſdom, Col. 2. 3. not only tor their 
precioulne's, bur for their privateneſs 
ro0 ; [31d wiſdom : 2 Cor. 1. 7. ſe- 
erets of wiſdom : and theſe are double 
to thai which is (as Lophay ſpeaks), 
Job 11.6, That is, thoſe concealed 
Froyidences which we do not diſcern 
the reaſon of, are of much greater 
proportion than thoſe rhat appear: 
We read in that fore-cited place, E-ze# 
x, 16, of a wheel within a wheel, 
ſignifying 'thoſe involutions and in- 
K 3 tricacics 
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tricacies Whych there are in the ways - 
of Providence. And the F(almift tells 
us, that Hes way 1s zn the ſea, and 
his paths m ihe great waters ; and 
his footſteps are wot known. Plal. 77. 
19. 
| ' it is in the works of Natwre, 
where there are many common things 
of excellent beauty , which for their 
ttlene(s do not fall under our ſenſe ; 
4 they that have experimented the uſe 
ot Microſcopes, can tell, how in the 
parts of the moſt minute creatures 
there may be diſcerned ſuch gildings 
and embroideries, and ſuch curious 
variety as another would ſcarce be- 
lieve. Why, "ris ſo in the works ot 

Providence ; there are very, many 

panes of frequent daily occurrence, 
, Whoſe excellent. contrivance doth 

" not fall under our ſenſe or obſerva- 
tion. & 

2. Our own ignorance and fhort- 
ſightedneſs ; and that in a two-fold re- 
ſpe : * 

1. We cannot ſce that end and drift 
which Providchce aims at in many 

; par: 
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particulars ; and therefore' no won* 
der though they ſeem unto us rude 
and uncomely, We meaſure things 
. by this falſe balance of Op:nion,which 
, weighs only their out/edes, and doth 
aot look upon their exdgand relati- 
015, Now the beauty of things doth 
conſiſt muca in their tendency and re- 
ference to their proper ends. If an 
noregy man that knows not the rea- 
fon of a Wind-Mill or Water-Mill 
ſhould look upon them only as places 
of habitation, he cannot think them 
well firuated, where they are fo much 
expoſed ro the violence of winds and 
waves ; whercas he that underſtands 
how the wiidom of the Artificer hath 
contrived thoſe motions unto uſeful 
.enZ7s, ruſt needs confeſs a beauty and 
comelineſs in the work. "Tis ſo like- 
wiſe in the events of Providence, 
which none can rightly apprehend, 
but he that underſtands the ſpecial 
drift and purpoſes which they are de- 
figned ro. | & 
| 2, We cannot ſee the whole frame of * 
things, how ſundry particular Events, 
K 4 in 


3 Pct. 3. 


"© ITS. -- *% > MS 
4 et ” ES wh + 

—# > 
HH I 7 
» 
- 

%\ 


Pſa. 90.4. 
$ 


The Beauty 
in a mutual relation, do concur 
ro make up the beauty of the 
whole. He that can diſcern.only two 
or three wheels in a Clock, how they 
move one againſt another, would pre- 
fently think, that there were contra- 
riety and confuſcon in the work. Where- 
as he that beholds the whole frame, 
and diſcerns how all thoſe divers mo- 
tions do jointly conduce to the ſame 
end'cannort chuſe bur acknowledg a 
wiſe order in the contrivance of ir. 
So likew:ſe is it in the frame of times ; 
where he alone is fir ro judg of pay- 
t:cul1rs, who underſtands how they 
r-ter to the general. Bur now we are 
but of yeſlerday,and know nothing, be- 
c7uſe our days npon the earth are as a 
fhrduw. (faith Bildad) Job. 8. 9. We 
Jook apon things according to a ſhort 
fucceſſicn, and ſo are not able to dif- 
eern that beaury which there is in 
their references to other matters afar 
off. But new, to God a thouſand years 
zs but as one d ty .He beholds all things, 
w.1*ther paſt or to come, in the ſame 
iuiF.int, There is no ſucceſſion in E- 
| $i amr; rerairy 
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rternity, but all rhings within the 
reach of time are preſent unto thar. 
Though in the revolution of a Wheel, 
there be a mutual ſucceſſion betwixr 
the parts contained zn z?; yer an eye 
that is placed w:!hout, can art the 
ſame time diſcern the whole motion. 
Thus alſo is it in the revolution of 
Time ; where, though there be a mu- 
rual ſucceſſion betrwixt thoſe things 
that are contained 17#der time ; yer 
God, who is without and above it, 
doth at the ſame view bchold all ro- 
gether. So that .'tis no wonder, 
though many things feem beauriful 
ro him, which to us who are ſo ſhort- 


ſighted, may appear harſh and detor- 
med. | 


2. The ſecond Qu#ye was this , If 
there be ſuch an over-ruling Provi- 
dence which doth diſpoſe of all to 
the beſt ; How comes it to paſs that 
there are ſo many ſinful ations in 
the World ? 

To this I anſwer two things : 

1, When men thwart Gods will of 
Precept, they ſerve his will of Pro- 

vVidence. 
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»The Beauty 
exdexce. Thoſe particular Intereſts 
of Gain, Honour, Pleaſure, Revenge, 


/ which ſway mens deſires and actions, 


WA 


are wiſely contrived to the promo- 
ting of Gods Decrees and Glory, 
When Auguſius made the gencral 
Tax upon the World, His end was 


'£o enrich himſelt, and fill his Coffers 


Bur God uſed it as a means to fulfil 
the Prophecy of Chriſt's birth at 
Bethlehew. Rehoboam, and Jebnu,, 
and Cyrus, had all their ſeveral aims 
in thoſe works wherein they were 
ſubſervient to Providence. And they 
did ſtill accomplifh his counſel in 
proſecuting their own deſigns. 

2. That which in reſpett of man's 
execution #© wicked and diſorderly, 
in reſpetF of God's appointment 
yells. or and comely. There could 
not be any more horrid aQ, than the 
betraying and Crucitying of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour ; and yer even in this ( as 
it was decreed by the determinate 
counſel and fore-knowledg of God, 
Ads 2. 23.) there was the greateſt 
Miracle of Divine Wiſdom that ever 
was 


of Providewr. 
was extended to the Creature: ſuch 
depths of Policy, which all the ſub- 
tilty of Men and Angels was not a- 
ble to romiriwe, no nor to {uſped?, 
wavreiza@ gle, as the Apolile calls 
it, Eph, 3. 10. Interchangeable wiſ- 
dum of curious variety, as the,word 
ſignifies, Now it God could thus 
manage the worſt ation of man to 
the 4ei? adyantage of man, well may 
we conclude, That every event of 
Providence is Beautiful in its time. 


I have now done with the Expl:- Applicar. 


cation and Confirmation of the Text, 
In the Apphcation it may be uſetul - 
for theſc leſſons : 
i. For Information, and that in a 
twofold reſpet : 


1, It may tcach us our duty tor. U 
take notice of, and obſerve the works _ aq 


of Providence. 

2. It may dire us what ro judg 
of the affairs of theſe times under 
which we are fallen. 

I. If all the events of Providence 
be ſo wiſely contrived, 'tis certainly 
then our duty to conſider and to take 
| notice 
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notice of them. Tſal. 111. 2, The 


works of the Lord are feat ſought 
owt of all them that have lair 


therein. And again, v. 4. He hath 


ſo done his marvellous works, that 


they ought to be had tm remembrance. 
Now a man eannot be ſaid to ſeek 
out, or to remember that which he 
doth not carefully obſerve. "Tis the 
chief ſcope of that F'ſalm to excite 
men unto this duty. And Dawtd 
makes it a note of Piety for men to 
delight themſelves in the contempia- 
tion of God's works, fo remember 
Him in hu ways, as the Prophet 1- 
ſazah ſpeaks. This Aſaph found by 
experience to be a ſpecial Antidote 
againſt all diffidence and carnal tears; 
in the 77 Pſalm when he was fur- 
priſed with thoſe ſad thoughts, /// 
the Lord caſt us off for ever? and 
will he be no more entreated? Hath 
God forgotten to be gracious ? &c. 


/ He preſently applies himſelf tro this 


remedy, v. 11, 12, 1 will remember 
the works of the Lord; ſurely I will 
remember thy wonders of old: Twill 
med;- 


of Providente. 
meditate alſo of thy works, and talk 
of thy doings, 

[f-a man were but well read- in 
the ſtory and various paſſages of his 
life, he might be able ro make an ex- 
perimental. Divinity of his own. He 
that is obſervant of Gods former 
derlings and diſpenſations rowards 


him, may. be thence” furniſhed with / 


a rich treaſury of experience againſt 
all future conditions. 

There are very many duties that 
depend upon a right underſtanding 
of the times. A man knows not how 
ro order his proger and praiſes, with- 
out ſome obſervation and $kill in 
theſe. It was a great commendation 
which was given to the men of 1ſa- 
char, that they had underſtanding in 
the times to know what Iſrael ought 
fo do, 1 Chron. 12. 32. and the ig- 
norance of theſe the Wiſe-man com- 
p'ains of, as being a _ great evil, 
Feleſ. 9. 12, For man knoweth not 
"bu tame ; but as fiſhes are taken in 
an evil net, and as birds are caught 
inthe ſnare : ſo are the ſons of men 
ſnared 
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ſuddenly upon them. 

Now this obſervance of Gods 
works and diſpenſations, is a dury 
always. ſeaſonable, bur more eſpeci- 
ally in ſuch timesas theſe. "Tis com> 
monly abſerved; that though ſmooth 
and. peaceable times are belt for the 
Liver, the man: that lives in them ; 
ret times thar are full of change and 
viciſſitude,are beſt for the W-1.er, the 
Hiſtorian that writes. of them ; fo 
though quiet ſeafons may beſt ſuir 
with our: defires and outward con+ 
dition ; yet theſe diſturbed, confuſed 
times, may be the beſt improved by 
abſervation,and do moſt-fer torth the 
wiſdom of Providence, 

The Common Providence of God 
in-the 'yarious ſeaſons. and order of 
Nature; may afford excellent matter 
for contemplation ; much more that 
ſpeeral Providence of his in the gui- 
dance of humane affairs, which: have 
been always: managed with: various 
wiſdom. 


Y But 


naved it an evil time, when it falls 
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Bur eſpecially in bis diſpenſaxions 
towards thefe latter ages, wherein 
there have beet» many new, ynuſual 
emergencies, fuch as our toretathers 
have not known. | 

How many range obſervable paſs 
ſages may a conſidering man pick 
our among[t the affairs of theſe tew 
haſt years? How ſtrangely bath'the 
whole courſe: of things both im 


Churh and State, been turned abour, 


beyond all mens imaginations ? How 
hath God .in every -reſpe&, and on 
all fides, puſled rhe wiſdom of the 
wiſe,and enfeebled the ſtrength of the 
mighty, abating the glory of all-hy- 
mane power, litting himſelf up aboye 
others, in thoſe things wherein they; 
dealr moſt proudly ,. effecting g 

matrers by geſpiſed means! What 
ſtrange ebbs and flows of hope have 
we known? -When' men have been 
moſt full of: confidence, then fome 
unexpected accident hathFnrervened, 
and diſappointed all: ſo that the 
wiſeſt men have been often pur'ra 


ſtand at a gaze, not knowing what ta 
judg 
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jadg of the ifſuc of things: And 
(though we have not had leifure to 
obſerve it, yer) there has been ſome- 
thing equivalent to this in other Na- 
tions;the whole Chriſtian world being 
enerally full of ſtrange Commotions. 
Kow we may certainly conclude,That 
all theſe unuſual rurns and changes of 
things, are not for nothing. There is 
ſome great deſign ro be accompliſhed 
by them ; 'ris our duty with 4:/- 
gence to obſerve the Jr and 
with _— to attend the iſſue. 

2. This may dire& us what to 
jadg of the preſent times under 
which we are fallen, If ir be 1o 
that every particular Event is ſo cx- 
atly regular and beautitul; hence 
then we may infer, how all that con- 
fuſion and diſorder which ſeem to be 
in the affairs of theſe times is nor ſo 
much in the things themſelves , 
- er Fo rage of them. The 

owgheſt ſeaſons (though they ma 
be eirabieeg our deſires) ” have 
in them a proper comelineſs as well 
as times of the greatef? ſerenity. 
True 
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of Promidence. 
True indeed, the Sctiprure doth 


ſomerimes mention evzs/ days ; burEph. 5.16. 


this is not ſo ro be underſtood, as if 
Time in it ſelf could be evil, cither 
naturally, tor ſo God pronounceth 
ic good ; or morally, becauſe 'tis not 
ſubjeted ro any Moral Rule ; bur 
only accidentally, in reſpect of our 
miſtake and abuſe of ir ; when ei- 
ther we judg of ir according to our 
own w2/bes; or miſpend it according 


to our own /uſts, "Tis only unwife, 2 Tim. 3: 
unholy men, that make unhappy '*© 


times. 

As in the works f Creation, no- 
thing is properly deformcd, but eve- 
ry thing hath a peculiar beauty, ac- 
cording to that rank and ſtation 
wherein 'tis placed : though in vul- / 
gar ſpeech we uſe to call a Toad and 
a Serpent ugly; yet thar is only in 
reference ro common eſteem : where- 


; as in reſpet of the Univerſe they 


are as regular and comely parts as 
any of the reſt ; their outward ſhapes 
being ſaitable to their inward forms, 
and thoſe purpofes for which they 

L are 
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are intended. So it is likewiſe in 7h 
ways of Providence; thoſe deſigns 
that in reſpe& of our apprehenſions 
are carried on by a cryptical invol- 
ved method, are yet in themſelves 
of as excellent contrivance, as any - 
of thoſe that ſeem to be of more facil 
and perſpicuous order. 

If a man in theſe times ſhall with 
his reaſon conſult only the outward 
face of things they mult needs ſeem 
full of irregularities and diſorder ; 
when the ſpirits of men in the pro- 
ſecution of the ſame ends, and the 
pretence of publick welfare, ſhall be 
imbittered againit one another, even 

Eccl.5.8. to publick rum : when there is 4 v7- 
olent perverting of judgment and ju- 
ſtice in a Nation, and on the ſide of 

Chap.4.1. the ppreſſor 4 - might + but the op- 
preſſed have none to comfort them. 

When there isa total ſubverſion of 
thoſe degrees in which the order and 

Eccl.10.7 harmony of things doth confiſt, Ser- 
vants being on horſes & Princes walk- 

Job9.5,6. ing as ſervants on the earth : When 
the mountains are removed, aud pil- 

tars 


fired, ti 


T 
lars of the earth tremble." WhetrRe+ 


ligion and Laws (Which are the fowny.. 
dation of a People) art out: of Phal.11.6. 
towrſe. 


And- yer. even in all this, there 
may be a deſign of Providence fon 
our good. 'Fhis is certain, All God's 
Promiſes to his Church are infallib/: 
true, and all his diſpenſatina(chough 
never. ſo croſs in outward  appea- 
rance)' have a tendency towards. the 
fulfilling of thoſe Promiſes. And why 
ſhould nor a man reſt bimſelf in this 
belief -? | 

In our natural enquiries after the 
efficient cauſe of - things, when our 
Reaſon is at. a. ſtand, we. are fain 
ſometimes to fit down, and fatisfie 
our ſelyes in the notion-, of \occult 
_—_ ; and therefore much more 

ould we- be content to be ignorant 
in the final cauſe of things, which 
lye more deep and obſcure than the 
other. PUG V&A", 

Lerno man then preſume'to cen- 
ſure the ſeveral viciſlitudes:and chan- ' 
ges of things, as if they were unſea- 

L 2 ſonable 
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ſonable and ill contrived. Remem- 
bet we are bur * ſhorr-ſighred, and 


i eannot diſcern the various reſerences 


and dependences amongſt rhe great 
affairs in the world, and therefore 
may be cafily miſlaken in-our opi- 
nion of them. We do in this world 
(for the moſt part) ſee only the durk 
fide of Providence, Art the laſt and 
great day of manifeſtation, when the 
whole plot 'of Divine Love ſhall be 
laid open, 'then we ſhall be able ro 
diſcern the Beauty of Providence in 
all the rugged paſſages of it;; how 
tribulation, diſtreſs, F gr 1 {a- 
mine, nakedne(s, peril, and the ſword, 
do all work for the beſt to thoſe that 
love God. 

Jude "nothing therefore before its 
trme, 1 Cor. 4.5. Conſider, we can- 
wot ' ſee the works of God from the 
beginning to the end, And you know 
there is a vaſt difference berwixrt the 
beginning and the end of a building. 
It may 'beour lors perhaps in theſe 
times to ſee only the. begiuning of 
the Fabrick ; when the old frame is 


de- 
oy 


of Providence, 
demolifhed, the-rubbith lies ſcartered 
about, the new materials being' ga+ 
thered into heaps. Poſterity pers 
haps may ſee the end of it, when 
all rheſe contuſed preparations ſhall 
be . made up into a beautiful ſlruc- 
ture. 


2. This may ſerve for reproof of Us 2. 
' For 


two ſorts of perſons. 

1, Thoſe that do not: obſerve or 
regard the works of the Lord. 

2. Thoſe that murmur and repine 
at them. 

1, This may reprove thoſe that 
do not obſerye or regard the works 
of the Lord. 'Tis a great argument 
of infidelity and irreligion, when men 
let many vn $73 Providences 
paſs by them without notice or ob- 
ſervation : or when they look upon 
them only in a ſlight and ſuperficial 
manner, like thoſe whom the Pro- 


pher 1/a:4h complains of, Seezng ma-If.42.20. 


ny things but obſerving nor. 

This fin of Inadvertency of God's 
various Providences, hath been often- 
times ſeverely threatned and puniſhed 
3 in 


wag 


Re- 
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in-Scripture, 1ſa. 5. 12. Becauſe they 
regard' not the work of the Lord, 
or; conſider 'the operation of his 
hands, therefore is my people gone in- 
Fo daptivity. And again, Jer. 12, 11. 
The whole: land 1s made deſolate, be- 
cauſe no man layeth it to heart. 
- The heavieſt Judgments that can 
* befal a Nation, are Captivity and 
Deſolation. And yet they are both 
denounced againſt this _—_— and 
careleſneſs ot Spirit. And you may 
ueſs at the hainouſneſs of the fin, 
y the greatneſs of - the puniſh- 
ment. 

"Tis a fin, that is after a more e- 
ſpecial manner appropriated to wic- 
ked men. Pſal. 10. 4, 5. The wicked 
throngh the pride of hu countenance, 
will not ſeek after God: God is not 
#n all bis thoughts. Thy judements 
are far above, out of his ſight. Things 
that he never enquires after, or rc- 
gards, as if he were not at all con- 
cern'd in them. Que ſupra nos ni- 
bil ad nos: He looks no further 
than ſecond Cauſes, unto which he 

aſcribes 


of . Providence. 
aſcribes the ſucceſs or miſcarriage of 
Events; and doth nor take notice of 
that Divine Providence, by whoſe 
influence they are guided. You ſee 
.this is made the note of wicked men. 
And therefore, as we, would avoid 
that cenſure, ſo ſtill it concerns us to 
avoid the /i7. 

2. This may ſerve for tne reproof 
of thoſe that murmour and repine 
at the works of Providence, that 
take upon them the Magiſterial judg- 
ment of events; as if they conld 
tell how to frame things much bet- 
ter, and to contrive the iſſue of things 
to greater advantage. How ordina- 
ry 1s it for men to diſcourſe thus 
concerning the great changes of theſe 
times? as if the unſearchable ways 
of God were to be judged before 
the Tribunal of Humane Reaſon : 


Who art thou O man that Diſputeſt 


with God ( (faith the Apoſtle )? How 
deſpicable, in ents to His In- 
finite Majeſty and Wiſdom ? 1 there 
be a Commonwealth amongſt Ants 


and Bees ( as ſome Narturaliſis ſay 
there 
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and care. And if he ſhall think him- 
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there is), *rwould make a man ſmile 
to think, that they ſhould rake u- 
pon them the cenſure of State-mat- 
ters amongſt us men- and yet here 
the diſproporrion ir finite; whereas 
betwixt God end man 'tis infinite: As 
the Heavens are higher than the 
earth, ſo are my choughts higher than 
your thoughts, and my ways than 
YOUY Ways. 

He that will take upon him to 
mend the contrivance of things , ler 
him remember (ſays one of the Sto- 
zc&s) that the firſt thing he is to do, 
is to mend God, to teach him wiſdom 


ſelf unfir for thar, Jer him not pre- 
ſume upon this. For conſider, is not 


_ the Providence of God exat7ly care- 
" Fut of every thing ? Is not he inf- 
* witely wiſe, to diſpoſe of all to the 


beſt? Are nor all things ſubſervient 
to His will ? Why certainly then, 
(however matters may appear to us) 
yer nothing could have been better 
than it is. every thing ſhall prove 
wr the beſt, in reſpe of His Glory, 


of ' Providente. 
and ( if we belong ro Him) in re- 
ſpe of our good tco. 

"Tis an obſervable check which 
Solomon gives to ſuch preſumptuous 
perſons as are apt to repine at, and 
cenſure the courſe of things, Eccl. 7: 
10. Say not thou, What 2s the cauſe 
why the former days were better 
than theſe? for thou doſt not en- 
quire Wiſely Concerning Concernt 
this, It ſhould ſeem, that thoſe 
flouriſhing days of So/omon, ſo yery 
eminent for all kind of plenty and 


peace (S:hver being in Jeruſalem 4s » Kings 
ſtones, and Cedars as the Sycamore 20. F. 


in the vale for abundance ), were not 
yet without ſome morole repining 
ſpirits, who were ſtill maligning the 
reſent condition of things ; and 
therefore no wonder if we find the 
like humour among men in other 
rimes, 

This the wiſe man doth here re- 
prove, both by a prohibition and a 
reaſon. 

1. A Prohibition, Sy not thou, 
What is the cauſe why the former 
days 
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days were better than theſe? that is, 
Be not tranſported with that com- 
mon humour.of cenſuring and con- 
demning the ſtate of times, and com- 
mending the times palt ; as it the 
courſe of Eyents were not managed 
by the ſame wiſe Providence now , 
which governed the world before, 
He doth not forbid men to enquire 
after the cauſe of publick ſufferings : 
For this is frequently enjoined in 
Scriptue, that upon the occaſion of 
any ſpecial judgment, we ſhould 
ſearch and try our hearts, conſider 
our ways, and our doings, labouring 
to find out the cauſe of Gods dil- 
pleafure, that we may accordingly 
meet him in his ways. But the mean- 
ing is, that we ſhould not take upon 
us the pcremptory cenſure of times 
and diſpenſations, preſuming to con- 
demn thoſe things which we cannot 
underſtand. 

2. The Reaſon. For __ oof not 
enquire wiſely concerning this thing. 
That's a | = pt Qiled 
a Meioſis,, when a phraſe ſignifies 
much 


__ 


much more than the naked wortls do 
import. The meaning is, "tis extream 
folly for men to take upon them the 
cenſure of Times and Providences, 
as if they were competent Judges of 
ſuch marrers. 

There are two places of Scripture 
thar will make up a Syllogiſm to 
prove this Concluſion. 

He that judgeth of a mattey before 
he hath enquired into, and underſtands 
it, it is folly and ſhame unto him, Proy. 
18, 13. But now, It doth not belong 
unto us to know the times © the ſeaſons 
which the Father hath kept in his 


power, AA. 17. And therefore it 


mult needs be folly to rake upon us 
the Magiſterial cenſure of ſuch things” 


Every day hath its proper ev/, Mar'6.34. 


as well the former as theſe ; and e- 
very doy hath its proper advantage, , 
as well theſe as the former. The 


? very dregs of time, if we endea- 


your to .make a right uſe of them, 

may be redeemed inro opportunity. 
There are rwo reaſons of mens of- 

fending in this kind : 

| I, When 
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1. When they look only upon ſome 


partkeulars, without the conlideration 


of their proper end, or general frame, 

Now 'tis true indeed, that ſome par- 
ticular Events, /ingly looked upon, 

may ſeem: very prejudicial ; but the 

whole contexture of affairs in their 

co-operaticn, ſhall prove for the belt. 

All thin s ſhall work together ov 0 

for good to thoſe that love God, Rom. 

8. 28 


Bur now 'tis above our capacity 
to comprehend the whole frame of 
things ; And that is not diſorder in 
reſpe of the whele which to us may 
appear fo, being compared with ſome 

articulars. You know, that in the 
natural body the variety and diſlimi- 
lirude of parts, is required ro the 
beauty of the whole; the roundneſs 
of the head, the length of the arm, 
the flatncſs of the hand ; blackneſs 
in one part, and whiteneſs in another ; 
all theſe being ſingly compared a- 
moneſt themſelves, though they may 
ſeem to argue ſome oppolition and de- 
formity, yet look up.'n them as they 
ſtand 


of Providence. 
ſtand in relation to the whole frame, 
and-it will __ how in their fe- 
veral ways they do each of them 


conduce ro its comelineſs and order. 
If this lower World had in it no chan- 


ges and varicties, bur were in all ref- - 


peds alike, it would nor then be ſo 
properly «iou@, abcautitul World, as 
x4&, a Lump or Maſs. 

2. Another occaſion of mens offend- 
ing in this kind, is, when they will 
judg of Events according as they ſuit 
with their own! wiſhes. And in this 
caſe, 'tis impoſſible that every hu- 
mor ſhould be ſatisfied, becauſe par- 
ticular defires (beſides their oppoſi- 


tion to one another) will likewiſe be,, 


inconſiſtent with the general deſign. 
It would ſeem better perhaps to every 
private man, if he himſelf were a 
Magiſtrate ; or a King ; and every 
common Soldier a Commander, ora 
General. But how could this conſiſt 
with the exigencies of rhe Common- 
wealth, or an Army, where their muſt 
be degrees, and diſproportion of pla- 
ces, according to the neceſlity of ſe- 


veral 
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veral employments ? 'Tis ſoin the go- 
vernment ot this great Univerſe : that 
difference which their is betwixr par- 
ticular things, and times, and perſons, 
doth much conduce to the beauty and 
conveniency of the whole, 

'Tis our ſatelt way then to conclude; 
that all matcers are for the beſt,beay- 
tiful in their tumes,though to us they 
may ſeem full of diſorder and contra- 
tiery. Thus the Apoſtle in that remar- 
kable place, Rems.1 1, 33. ſpeaking con- 
cerning the rejetion ot the Jews, when 
God would caſt off and deſtroy his 
peculiar people, and that for his own 
glory and advantage ; he concludes, 
His judgments aeſankekla and bis 
ways paſt find:ng out : But of hang, 
and to him are all things : as it he 
ſhould have ſaid, God will do this 
ſtrange work; and though for my 
part I know not the reafon of it, Hzs 


Judgments are unſearchable, &c. yet 


ſure I am, that of him and to him are 
all things ; that, is as the making of 
all things was of hs power, ſo-the re- 


ſolution of all things ſhould be ro hs 


glory. Though 
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Though his judgments are as the 
great deep, for their obſcurity and 
unmecaſurableneſs,*not to be farhomed 
by our ſhallow apprehenſions, yer h#s 
righteouſneſs is as the ſlrong mountains, 
for their eminency and ſtableneſs, 
Pſal. 36. 6. Though clouds and dark- 
neſs may be round about him, yet righ- 
reouſneſs and judgment are the habi- 
$:21:0n of his throne, Pal. 97. 2. 

3- This may ſerve for Exhorta- 
tion, to perſwade us unto theſe four 
duties. Lui 

1, Not to be too haſty in our 
deſire or proſecution of any thing. 

2. Nor to trouble our ſelyes with 
any ſolicitous care abour the ſucceſs 
of things. 

3. To be equally prepared for -all 
furure Events. 

4.To behaye our ſelves with carefal- 
neſs and contentment in all conditi- 
Ons. 

1. Hence we learn, Not to be foo 
haſty in our deſire or proſecution of 
any thing. God beſt knows the fir- 
eſt ſeaſon for every Event ; we my 

ave 
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have it when its time is come ; and 
Prov. 2c. ÞEfore thar, 'rwould not be beauritul : 
23. Like Snow in Harveſt (as the Wiſe 
man ſpeaks) which though ir-might 
polibly be ſome refreſhment to our 
particular, _ would be a deformity 

in the courſe of Nature. 
Tranda- Thereare ſome men whom the Pro- 
ted Fear- 7 ſtiles of a haſty heart, 99195 
2. 35. 4. Who are roo heady and 
impatient in their hopes. And it is a 
weakneſs that ariſes from our infide- 
lity and diſtruſt of Providence. For 
he that believeth, maketh no haſt, 
Chap.'28.1 6.”TisGod's uſual courſe to 
defer what he promiſes,thereby to ex- 
ercife our faith, ro put an edg on our 
deſires, and a value upon the bleſling. 
Innatural affairs, we are fain to expect 
the proper ſeaſon and maturity of 
things ; the Husbandman will wait 
for his Hatveſt ; he doth not expe 
to ſow and reap both in a day. It 
ſhould be ſo likewiſe in other marters. 
And ſince that is always the fitteſt 
time for every thing which God ap- 
ports, it will become us then pa- 
tiently 


£ : " =_ , . 
| 2 . ' | » : . : 
: | - CT . C., , 
. | of F F W/, 
2X: TAE E. 


tictitly to wait his leiſure, and not 
with over-haſty deſires to run before 
him 


i = 

Abraham was fain to tarry a | 
time for aSon, David fora Ka 6 >; 
and the whole World for Chriſt, He 
that rightly underſtands the worth of 
any bleiling, and his own want, can- 
not think-much to wait for jr. , The 
ey at- the -Pool of Betheſda, 

ing ſenfible-of his own lameneſs, 
was contcat to tarry there thirty eight 
years in hopes of a remedy. Suppo/e 
a Promiſe were deferred to the ut- 
moſt, yet do bur compare the ſhorr- 
neſs of our lives with the duration of 
our ſouls, ahd then no delay can ſeem 
tedious, Neg; enim eſt aliquid int 
tam brevibus vite met;s ita ſerum, g,..... 
guod longum expettare immortalis pu- Conſol.l. 4 
tet animus. A man conſcious to him- 
felf of his own ,mortality, cannot £27: - 
think any time, long which is con- + 
_ within the narrow bounds of 

e. | 

Is there, then any mercy which 
thou expeReſt ? Do not over-ralhly 
$55 M haften' 


tf 
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haſten it with any indire&t proſe, as 
if thou wert able-ro help the Proyi- 
dence of God with wiles and devices 
of rhine own. 'Though ir be long in 
coming, yet it will come at laſt ; it 
cannot be more flow than fure. When 
Iſaac was laid upon the Alter, and 
bound for a Sacrifice, and his Father's 
hand lift up for the fatal blow, yer 
then there came a reſcue from Hea- 
ven, which would not have been ſo 
beauriful,if by any ublawful a& it had . 
been baſiened before that time, either 
by Abraham's ſparing his gon, or 
Tfaac's reſiſting his Fathet. * 

Joſeph did undergo a tedious im- 
prifonment in the Land” of Egypt ; 
tis likely, being the Key-keeper, he 
might have taken his own time, - and 
have ſcaped when he would ; bur 
then he had loſt his rment:where- 
as by tarrying God's leiſure, he was 
delivered with advantage. Though 
Duavid had been a long while anointed 
to a Kingdom, as auſe he did 
not uſe any haſty means for the en- 


joying of it, therefore did Providence 


clear 


ted-it-to him afteiwards. He might © 
have killed $2u/ in the Cave, and A+ 11.26.15. 
bur then he had been over-hally ; 
©'rwere better they ſhould fall by their 
Eneniies. The Lord fball ſoute them 
when their day ſpall come to dye, 1, 
m. 26, 10, And before that; 'twould 
bur raſtineſs. tro arrempr it. - And 
fo likewiſe whea be ſtopr himſelf in 
his haſte after Na44/'s life, you know 
within a while after God took him a- 
way by his own immediate hand, and 
gave both his Wife and Eſtate to Da- 
An over-forwardheſs in the haſten- 
_—_ hopes, is the ready way to 
imbitter them unto us.., You Know 
how miuch trouble and contention 
there grew from that haſty a of $4- 
rah, when in her miſttuſt.of the Pro- 
* niſe; and feat of being childleſs, 
Ws miſt needs give Hagar, to Abra- 
; So lik&wiſe for 7acod's roo mach 
taſte 


is ini the Bleſſing by. . 
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Ver. 9. 


264 
-Wrong means, you know-it coſt him 


afterwards many dangers, and.a te- 
dious exile. Whereas if /he had tar- 
tied longer, God would have broughr 


-it about for him by a more-caſic and 


beautiful way. | 

"Gods time is the beſt ; and he ne- 
ver fails his own ſeaſon : I the Lord 
will haſten it in its time, Iſa. 60. 22. 
For us to meaſure the fitneſs of ſeaſons 


'by our--own weak apprehenſions, is 
'not'this to ſer the San'by our Dial ? 
-weare too ſhorr-ſighted, apt-ro an- 
tedate the Promiſes. The Lord will 
 ariſe,and have _ upon Son,when 


the time to favour her, yea, when the 
ſet-time is come; Pſal: 102, 13+ 
2. 'Hence we learn, Not to: trouble 


-our ſelves with any-ſolicitous care a- 
' bour the ſucceſs of things. To ferve 
-Providence-in the uſual zzeans,. that 
-is our work ; bur the-zſſue' and event 


of things, that's God's work,”we have 


-nothing to do in 'it. ' That which is 


not under our power, ſhould not be 
under our care, If there be:nothing 
at vur diſpoſal, but that all Events do 


depend 


of (Pravidente. I6g 

de + uporr an higher Provi- 
Hr” bur a vain ry than'to 
buſte our ſelves with hopes and fears 
about them. Much of rhe diſquier- 

neſs amongſt men in the world, ariſes - | 
from hence, that they buſie themſelves -—— 
about God's work, and negle@ their 
own, 

Is there then an ew/ thou feareſt ? 
why,'tis not in the power of any crea- 
ture to hurt thee. Though men ſhould 
uſe plots and threats againſt thee, 
yer they can do nothing. They ſate 
togerher, and counſelled againſt Da» 
vid, deviſing to take away his litc, 
P21. 31. 13. But what was his com- 
fort ? ' why, ſaith he, v. 15. My times 
are in thy hands, O Lord. He knew 
that no ill ſcceſs towards him was in 
the power of others. 

Or is there an evil thou fee/eſt? why, 
it comes from the hand of God. Be 
not then impatient. "Tis bur a child- 
iſh curriſh thing ro beat the rod or 
bite the ſtone that hurt thee. David 
could quietly vndergo the railing of 
Jhimti, when once he had difcer- 
M 3 ned 


_- Ecclg.11. 


TH 


The: Beatty - 
—— mw Providene - pho ra 
r 1$ there 4 thou hopeft jor 
why, it is RE ihe fa pt pe 
abilities. And therefore 'rwere bur in 
yain.to think thou couldſt command 
it by thine own endeayours, We 
would count it a mad thing for one 
that is naturally low, to bulie himſelf 
in the ſtudy & labour of growing tall, 
becauſe this is not alterable by wny 
thing in our power ; /axce no an can 
add one cuhit to his ſtature. Why, 
'tis ſo in other things likewiſe ; God 
doth as well fer bounds to our effates, 
as to our ſtatures ; and of our ſelves 
we can as little add one perry to 
that as one cub;t to this. And there- 
fore, never let any one think that he 
can raiſe himſelf as. he pleaſes, and 
be the Maſter of his own Forrunes. 
Though he were furniſhed with rhe 
greateſt helps and probabilities of 
adyancement ; yet ihe batthe is not 
always to the ſtrong, nor the race to 
the ſwift ; neither bread to the wiſe, 
wor yet riches to. men of underſtan- 
ding, nor yet fauour to men of _—_ 
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but time aud chance happen to them 
all, . That.is, there is 2. ſecret Pro- 
vidence, Which doth ſo unavoidably 7 
diſpoſe pf . theſe lower Events, that / 
the likelieſt means we can uſe, can- 
MC 06-6 us any certain ſucceſs, 

y that with a compaſs-wiſdom 
will delay Events, that with fore- 
caſts and. proviſions will bind Proyi- 
dence; for the moſt part, are not 
only diſappointed in what they ho- 

for, but do meet with a curſe 
inſtead of it. See that place, Tſa.50, 
11. Behold all ye that Lndl a fre, 
that. compaſs 5 our ſelves aboug with 
ſparks, walk in the light of your fire, 
and in the (parks that you have kind- 
led; this jball you have of my hands, 
you ſball bye down in ſorrow. 

3. Hence we learn to be cqually 
2 roy for all future Events, not 
wiſhing for one more than another: 
Whatever comes to pals ſhall be 
beautiful, and therefore ſhould be 
welcom, All things that befall ug, 
ſhall lead us on to the fame Jour- 
ney's cnd, Happineſs... And there- 

M 4- fore 


Diſp. 1.4- 
C. 7. 


"The ' Beauty \ 


fore we ſhould nor in our expeQati- 
on of future matters, engage our 
ſelves in the deſire of any particular 
ſucceſs; but with a Travellers in- 
differency ( as EpitFetivs ſpeaks in 
Arian) who when he comes 10 


' doubrtul rurnings, doth not deſire 


one way ſhould be true more than 
another. So ſhould we entertain 
every thing that we meet with in 
our paſſage through this. life ; eſpe- 
cially ſince we are ſure thar there is 
none of them bur (if we belong ro 
God) ſhall further us in that which 
is ourghain buſineſs, our journey to 
Happineſs. 


. And therefore ro be very ſolicitous 


abour any particular ſucceſs, what is 
it but to limirand confine the power 
of God? nay, to prefer our own po- 
licy before rhe wiſdom of Providence; 
as if we alone were able to diſcern 
what would be the beſt iſſue of 
things; Mark how the ſame Heathen 
beſpeaks ſuch a perſon : Thou fool- 
1h man (faith he) doſt thou not de- 
fire that which will be moſt conve- 
2c Dm :—— _”Ry 


nidtir for thee 7 And can there be 
any thing better than what God ap- 
points ? #1 7} Iroy 'onl on} Hraghaipe rhe 
xpTw, weedyus Thy ovferey. Wherefore 
by ſuch immoderate and eager de- 
fires, thou doſt as much as in thee 
lics to corrupt the Judg, and ſeduce 
the Counſellor, 

a —_— haye many _— 

aſſages ro this. purpoſe : = 
Fapientem penitentie ſubit (faith Se- 
neca) quia nihil melius illo tempore 
fieri potuit quam quod fattum eſt. A 
wiſe 'man i$ never troubled ar any 
croſs Event; he knows nothing could 
have been berrer' than it is. Omnia 
ili ſuccedunt ; mhil preter epinionens 
accidit. All things are ſucceſsful to 
him, he is diſappointed in nothing, 
becauſe indifferent to every thing.* 
Whilſt others are roſſed up and down 
berwixt hopes and fears, his mind is 
eſtabliſhed. 

Now if meer Reaſon could ad- 
vance Heathen men to ſuch reſoluti- 
ons, much more than ſhould a CÞbr#- 
Tian's Faith in the Providence ar 
| Go 
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God, with thoſe many Promiſes 

wherein he hath an intereſt, raiſc his 

migd.to.this Hergick remper, and 

make him bend himſelf with a ſub. 

_ compliance unto cyery con- 
tion. 


Obj. But what then, may not a 
man ( way, ſhould he not ) be very 
earneſt tw his deſires and prayers , 


for ſome particular deliverance or 


bleſſang ? 


I anſwer, Yes. But in all temporal 
matrers, jt muſt be ſtill with a tacir 
ſubmiſſion ro the will of God, who 
knows better what is fit for us, than 
we do our ſelves. See the example 


of David to this purpoſe, i Sam. 15. 


25. He = | 
EX1YENCCE, 

denly raiſed a great Army againſt 
him, inſomuch as he was fain to fly 
for his life : There were ſome of the 
Prieſts adhered ro him, and follow- 
ed him with the Ark ; bur he, upon 
ſexipus thoughts, deſires them to re- 
rurn 


re put to a yery great 


Son Abſolpm bad ſud- 
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& Provides.” 
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both it, of rang oy ty” 
be thus "ſay unto me, I have no deli 
in thee ; behold here I am, bet him 


do to me as ſeemeth good unto hins. 
Here's no deep anxiety or zſtuation 


of Spirit, no bitter exclaiming Mabe. 
ey me. Son, and difloyal Sub»: 
js ; bur quier ſuccumbency, an in- - 
different compoſure of which 
reſolves x0 be content in every con- 
dition, He puts y caſe both ways, 
and is ided for either. If it 
= after this er, why then 
» if atheralfe then thus. So true 
is thas common Emblem, That evye-_ 
ry wiſe man is a Cube or Dye, not to 
- =_ wa rn up Ler him 

cait any wa 1 

his right So whatever Do | 
tion may be, $i fratius ilabatur or; - 
bs, yet his mind is ſtill calm and 


peaccable 


Obj. 


SoL 


"The Beauty 


BY 


Objt. Ob}. But wonld you have a m 


tears Stoick'? /hould he not Fe mos. 
bled at the affliftions that. befall -- 
him ! | 


Sol. 1 anſwer : Yes: He: muſt be 
ſenſible of his ſufferings, and conſe. 

ently cannot but grieve under 
How, eſpecially ſo far as his own 
ſin and negle@ hath occaſioned them. 
Bur then it ſhould be his care to 

ter his heart from immoderate 
rroable, by the conſideration of that 
wiſe Providence, who: doth diſpoſe of 
all for the beſt. 

4. Laitly, Hence, we learn , To 
behave our ſelves with cheerfulneſs 
and: contentment under all thoſe: con- 
ditions which the Providence of God 
ſhall rhink fitteſt for us. *Tis the 
Wiſe-man's own inference from the 
Text in the Verſes immediately af- 


V.12,13.ter it: There is nothing better, than 
for a man to vejeyce, and dd good in. | 


his hife ; that he jhould eat and drink, 
and trjoy the good of his Iabour. For 
if 


if every thing.be beſt which-Gogap*- F- 
inus; weooed no reaſon. then. WES 
e troubled” dr any Evenr. pare} = 
though it-do croſs our pn 4-4 
_*rwouild not have been ſo wall,. av if 
it had been otherwiſe. Things can- 
nor'be berrer with us than they are. 
Datid r it a hard caſe, that 
that his Chid by Barhſbeba mult 
dye. Bur did he loſe any thing! by 
ir? Was it not better him £0 
"have fuch a legirimare Heir as So/p- 
mon was % We are but ill contrivers 
of onr own | welfare, and therfore 
' ſhould without - murmuring ; ſubmit / 
gur ſelves and; affairs tothe govern- 
ment. of Providence. What though 
that do firaiten us in our defires ? 
You are contear to let the Phy/crian 
you of many things, becauſe he 
hath caſt your warer, telt: your pulſe. 
Conſider then, doth it not as much 
concern us to provide for the ſalva- 
tion 'of our Souls, - as the health of 
our Bodies? or doth not God under- 
ſtand this, as well as the Phy/iczan 
that ? What reaſon haye we then ro 
ce- 
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- - © lipitie/2t-bis proc ? Hewasd | 
#4 © wiſe'Son in C þ, ing rold 
- £44 .— by a freind that his Father would dif- 
mm inherit him, anſwered, Nos factet ni/i 
faciendam + He will do nothing buc | 
what he ſhould: Thus ſhould a 
Chriſtian ny reſign up ee 
In ev ition, to the diſpoſal | 
Do but apply this Conſideration 
accorditig to the feveral occaſions of 
your lives. When your hearts are at 
afy-rimes d4mated of dejected with 
the thought of the publick confuli- 
6n$s;- remember , ' that God firs in 
Heaven, obſerving and ordering all 
theſe infetiour motions for the beſt. 
And ſo roo in, the caſe of partr- 
cular ſufferings, 'ris likely that there | 
is not "any amongſt you, bur hath | 
fome kind of private trouble and | 
grievance to which he is more eſpe- | 
cially expoſed ; either weakneſs of | 
body, or too nartow a fortune; loſſes 
in your eſtates, diſappointment in 
your hopes, unhappy relations, or 
the like. And theſe things, as we 
| . arE 


our ſpirits wi | kind). 
neſs and diſcontent. Buit.now 


as bekevers, We have a remedy @+ 


gainſt chem. For conſider, there is ' 
nothing befalls 'us by chance. 
things are ordered by the - 
berate counſel and fore- 
God.He is as exactly careful of every 
one of us, as if he had nothing clſe ro 
look after. Do not thinkthat an 
trouble befals you, becauſe he 
hot regard ; for his Care and Provi- 
dence doth extend to all things :. nor 
becauſe he cannot help; for He is Al- 
mighty : not becauſe he doth not re- 
ard ; for He is equally infinite in all 
is Arttibates:Bur becauſe his W:ſdoms 
finds that condition to be fitteſt for 
thee * there is ſomething amiſs which 
ſhould be mended. When the ſu- 
perfluous humour is correted, the 
Phyſicat Potion ſhall be raketr away. 
And 'tis not reaſonable to _— 
Phyſick and Health borh together. 
When the wound is healed, the ſmarr- 
ing-plaſter ſhall be removed. |». 
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nn confidently tay Wirth 
Dots _ 119:75, Thavww = 
that: thy.j rabhek art ri 

that rhow in oy bfulneſs ih rw 
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_ How ha might we -be; if we 
could fox 1; th —_ upon theſe 
Conſiderations, 


